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Poop Sheet June 2019 
 

June 1 
ABC3 – Home Port 

June 5 
Board of Directors Meeting – Home Port 

June 12 
HSPS General Meeting – Antonia’s Cucina 

Italian Restaurant – Katy Mills 
June 15 

Rendezvous – Buffalo Bayou Boat Tour, 
Cistern Tour, Bryan Museum Trip 

ABC3 – Rinker’s Boat World 
June 22 

Kayak Level 1 – Galveston Island State Park 
Lake Conroe Public Outreach & VSC – 

Waterpoint Marina 
July 3 

Board of Directors Meeting – Home Port 
July 6 

ABC3 – Home Port 
July 20 

ABC3 – Ron Hoover RV & Marine - Katy 
July 27 

Kayak Level 1 – Location TBD 
August 3 

ABC3 – Home Port 
August 7 

Board of Directors Meeting – Home Port 
August 17 

ABC3 – Texas Marine - Conroe 
August 24 

Kayak Level 1 – Location TBD 
 

Prince Henry the Navigator 
By P/Lt/C John L. Glaeser, SN 

In the 1960’s, the government of Portugal awarded to each of the U.S. Power 
Squadron Districts an alabaster replica of Prince Henry.  The deed of gift gave 
each District the authority to award the replica to Squadrons within the District 
according to criteria developed within each District.  America’s Boating Club 
Houston was given the Prince Henry the Navigator award most recently in 2018.  
So, who was Prince Henry? 

Prince Henry was born in 1394 to King John I (João I in Portuguese) and his wife 
Philippa, sister of King Henry IV of England.  In Portugal, Prince Henry is typically 
referred to as Infante Dom Henrique, Infante being the title of the younger sons of 
a king.  At the age of 21, Prince Henry convinced his father to attack the port of 
Ceuta, on the North African coast not far from Gibraltar.  Ceuta was a home for the 
Barbary Pirates, who attacked and depopulated European cities for the slave trade.  
His father, Prince Henry, and his brothers were successful in capturing the city.  
(The name Barbary comes from the native Berbers, who were given that name by 
the Romans, and was the root of the word “barbarian.”)   

This experience spurred Prince Henry’s interest in finding the source of the West 
African gold trade.  Since Portugal was unable to establish a route through the 
Mediterranean due to hostile Islamic states and the equally aggressive Venetian 
city-state, Prince Henry concentrated on exploring the west coast of Africa to 
establish trade in the area.  In order to accomplish this, Henry was instrumental in 
developing a new ship design, the caravel.   

The caravel was light and maneuverable, and used a lateen rig that allowed it to 
sail close to the wind.  The hull was based on a local fishing boat design.  Up until 
that time, the only sea craft available were barge-type vessels with a single mast 
and a square rig (although the lateen rig had been used since the Roman empire in 
the eastern Mediterranean and parts of the Indian Ocean).  During Prince Henry’s 
time and after, the Portuguese mastered the circular pattern of trade winds, 
blowing mostly from the east along the equator and west in the mid-Atlantic.  Even 
with the caravel’s ability to tack into the wind, it was easier to run with the trade 
winds.  Later caravels developed a fourth mast forward with a square-rigged sail. 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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COMMANDER'S CORNER 

 
June 2019 Bay Neigh 
Cdr Susie Becvar, AP 

 
America's Boating Club Houston hosted the 2019 Spring Conference of United States 
Power Squadrons' District 21.  The two-and-a-half-day event (April 5-7, 2019) was an 
outstanding success.  The Conference venue was Sea Star Base Galveston (“SSBG”), 
and the Change of Watch dinner and ceremony was at Moody Gardens Hotel. 

Friday started with the big boats coming in, then the festivities moved to the 5th floor 
banquet room, where there was an open bar, music and catered dinning. Saturday 
was the conference, where District and National awards were handed out.  

Of course, our Houston Squadron received a great number of awards. I was extremely 
honored to accept these awards for our Squadron. 

Let me list them:  

• P/C Denny Fegan, AP was awarded Century Club award for his contribution and 
support of the Vessel Safety Check Program 

• Houston Sail & Power Squadron awarded the USPS Educational Fund Certificate 
of Merit our 45th Award 

• Certificate of Educational Proficiency awarded to the following: Lt/C Alan Cross, 
AP, Spyridon Lazaratos, AP, and Cdr Susie Becvar, AP 

• Third Place for 2019 Teaching Aid Competition 
• District 21 Four Stars Award 
• District 21 Squadron of the Year Award 
• District 21 Distinctive Communicator Award for Squadron Website 
• District 21 Distinctive Communicator Award for Bay Neigh 
• Boat U.S. Distinguished Civic Service Award 

  
Our new District 21 Commander, Deborah Rothermel  Past District 21 Commander Terry “Smoke” Williams 
and her daughter, Allison Rothermel-Brown and his wife Deb 

 

I read an interesting article in the May 2019 USPS Members’ Newsletter, which I 
wanted to share: 

America's Boating Club Elevator Speech 

Casey Considine of St. Petersburg Sail & Power Squadron D/22 came up with the 
perfect elevator speech for America's Boating Club: “We are the nation’s largest 
nonprofit volunteer-based organization that teaches people how to be better boaters, 
making safe boating fun for everyone!”  How simple and direct!  Thank you, Casey.  
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PRAYER 

O Almighty God, who hast made the sea 
and all that moveth therein; bestow Thy 
blessing on the harvest of the waters that 
it may be abundant in its season, and on 
our fishermen and mariners, that they 
may be kept safe in every peril of the 
deep; so that we all with thankful hearts 
may acknowledge Thee, who are the 
Lord of the Sea and of the Dry Land. 

Amen 
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I want to share with you my vision for the Squadron Education Department, and that is, I want America’s Boating Club Houston 
to offer all our courses and many of our seminars to the general boating community at least once every year.  To do this, there 
are six (6) goals to help in our combined success; and those goals are: 

1. Offer our suite of courses and recognize an instructor for each course. 

To accomplish this, I would like each of the instructors to tell me the course they would like to teach, the day they want to 
teach, where they see themselves teaching the course, and when they might want to start the course.  This input will help 
me set dates on the calendar, begin advertisement with Marketing, and reach out to potential course members.   

2. Offer seminars so that the next three “Seminar Saturday” events can be scheduled. 

Every instructor can teach a seminar that is a passion of theirs.  Seminars are short, about 90-minutes and driven by 
prepared presentations.  Seminars give a glimpse into a subject, or is just what a student needs to fill in a knowledge gap.   

3. Find, and with my help, bring on-board backup instructors for a course or seminar. 

Every instructor should have a backup to help instruct, be there to fulfill our education commitments, and help our newer 
members find a meaningful job with the Squadron.  Many of our newer members have excelled in their education, and it’s 
time to put their education and experiences to work with the Squadron. 

4. Look to your circle of friends, acquaintances, and those you influence to find and recruit additional students into 
our educational program. 

Each of you have a circle of friends, acquaintances, and others where you can influence a decision to take a course from 
America’s Boating Club Houston.  Some are active in the cruising circles, others in the local sailing community, a few have 
solid contacts with regional and national youth organizations, others are reaching out into our high schools and other 
programs. 

5. Consider offering courses in non-traditional methods. 

Many courses require hands-on training.  Hands-on is required for Seamanship, all of the navigation courses, and perhaps 
a few more.  There are other courses that can be offered equally as well in the classroom as online.  Let me know if you 
think a course is a candidate for a non-traditional method training method. 

6. Approach course offerings to groups based on their boating and education needs; base the general course of 
study on the Boat Operator Certification program. 

Our audiences are varied; the only thing they have in common is boating and a desire to be a safer boater through 
education.  There are local, regional, and national organizations that have various levels of education needs.  We will 
design different training opportunities based on their needs.  The local youth bass fishing club needs only basic courses; 
those contemplating a Great Loop or international cruising need more advanced courses.  We will design a program fit for 
purpose for their needs. 

Contact.   To contact me, best way is uspsseohouston@gmail.com or call me on the cell at 281-451-1146.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Focus on Boating Education 

Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP 
281-451-1146 

uspsseohouston@gmail.com 
  

Together, we make  
boating better 
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May Dinner Meeting 

“The meeting at Piggy’s was amazing.”  

And there is more!  Yes, we did conduct business, like looking at the budget for this year, and discussing activities for upcoming 
events, and selling the Vessel Safety Examiner course!   

We held our May meeting at Piggy’s Grill & Bar with a very special guest speaker, Mr. Ted Driscoll of the Galveston Bay 
Foundation.  Ted is the Community Engagement staffer who works with groups (like us) to help them effectively engage in 
projects.  Members were treated to great food, great service, and a great guest speaker! 

Ted spoke to us about the importance of Galveston Bay and how the Bay is affected by waters and contaminants, what we can 
and cannot control, what is affected and why, and the different areas where our Squadron members and organization can get 
involved.  In the not-so-recent past, the Houston Squadron actively engaged with GBF for beach cleanup and more.  We are 
looking at several good activities: planting sea grass, building oyster reefs, beach cleanup, and a few more. All of the activities 
are helpful, and our children (and grandchildren) are welcome to come and play with us!  Loosely quoting from our Commander, 
“It’s all about the stars.” but there is more. 

Our work with GBF helps our boating community, and yes, garners us additional recognition in the STAR report, but the benefits 
are enormous for everyone.  Watch your email and postings on social media and special announcements at meetings about 
upcoming events we plan with Galveston Bay Foundation. 

Upcoming Events 

Now for future events!  On June 15th, we will have an extraordinary day of historic adventure in-and-around the City of Houston 
and Galveston.  We will start with a 30-minute walking tour of the underground Buffalo Bayou Park Cistern, followed by a 1.5-
hour historic boat tour of the Buffalo Bayou.  After lunch, we will head to Galveston's Bryan Museum to hear a lecture "Out in the 
Open – Texas Shipwrecks in Public Spaces", given by Amy Borgens, a Texas Historical Commission State Marine 
Archaeologist.  Registration will be a “choose your own adventure” style.  Join us for all the events in the day, or as many as you 
like!  These tours are public tours and can sell out, so make your reservations ASAP! 

August is fun because we will all be in Matagorda (Texas) fishing, cooking, relaxing and just enjoying that hot August night (my 
apologies to Neil Diamond), and hearing all about the BVI adventures.  Then comes September and your special adventure in 
the swamps of Louisiana.  Plans are being made, details are forthcoming, and this will be an adventure for the records books. 

Finally, remember always, bring your friends to the monthly meetings!  Everyone is invited to join us for the fun. 

 

 

 

 

 
Admin Activities 

From the Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Amy Taylor, S 
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Prince Henry the Navigator 
(Continued from Page 1) 

In 1425, Prince Henry’s brother, Infante Peter, toured Europe on what was basically a diplomatic mission.  However, Infante 
Peter returned from Venice with a current world map drafted by a Venetian cartographer.  The source of the information for a 
world map would appear to be beyond the capabilities of the western world at that time, which leads to speculation that the 
original information was obtained from Chinese sources.  (Arguments have been made that the Chinese had already 
circumnavigated the world prior to this time, but that is another story.) 

When King John I died in 1433, Prince Henry’s brother, Edward became king.  Edward granted Henry all profits from trading 
within the areas he discovered as well as the sole right to authorize expeditions beyond Cape Bojador in West Africa.  The first 
caravel returned from west Africa with gold and slaves in 1441.  By 1445, Dinis Dias reached the mouth of the Senegal river.  
Portugal had thus bypassed the Muslim land routes across the Saharan desert and gave the country direct access to slaves and 
gold.  The city of Lagos in current Nigeria was established as a base for commercial expeditions.  Between 1441 and 1446, forty 
ships sailed from Lagos on Prince Henry’s behalf.  Prince Henry collected a 20% tax on the profits made by sponsored naval 
expeditions, which was the usual practice in the Iberian states at that time.  By 1448, the trade in slaves became significant, and 
Henry ordered the building of a fort and warehouse on Arguin island in present day Mauritania.  In 1455, Cadamosto visited the 
Madeira and Canary Islands, and in 1456, the Cape Verde Islands.  However, it was 1490 before Bartolomeu Dias reached the 
Cape of Good Hope, and 1498 before Vasco da Gama reached India (Prince Henry died in 1460). 

It is generally believed that Prince Henry established a school with navigators and mapmakers at his villa on the Sagres 
peninsula.  It is suggested that here the science of navigation was furthered.  However, historians have not found evidence that 
such a school ever existed, although some cartographers appear to have been employed.  In Prince Henry’s time, mariners 
were able to fairly closely determine latitude using the North Star, but determining longitude had to rely on dead reckoning from 
previous positions, and this remained the case until the chronometer was developed in the 18th century by John Harrison.  
Prince Henry himself did not travel on any of the explorations.  Applying the nickname “Navigator” to Prince Henry did not 
happen until the 19th century when it was invented by two German historians and popularized by two British authors.  Still today 
the Navigator epithet is not frequently applied by the Portuguese who simply refer to him as Infante D. Henrique. 

 

 

Monument to Prince Henry in Porto, Portugal. 

 
A later version of the caravel, which included an additional 
mast forward which was square-rigged.  This one was 
used as a man of war (Maritime Museum of Lisbon). 

Statue of Prince Henry at the Maritime Museum of Lisbon 
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Kayaking Rendezvous at Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve 
By P/C Chris Leavitt, SN with photos by Lt/C Alan Cross, AP 

On Saturday, May 18, 2019, the Squadron held a Rendezvous at the Harris County Precinct 4, Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve.  It 
was warm with intermittent rain showers.  And a gas! 

We had about 15 folks attending – the largest group was the Cross Grandkids and friends, probably 5 young ladies all 
somewhat at home on kayaks.  We also had a family who were just interested in what we were doing – Jayden and his mother.  
They had never been kayaking before, and they were a bit concerned, but the green boats with their 36-inch beam were quite 
stable, and they soon relaxed and enjoyed themselves. 

The K-M Preserve has an excellent lake and will likely be the site of future Kayaking Courses in the North of Houston. There is a 
fair distance of water, that day there was a good bit of wind.  On the lake, there is a point where the wind seems to power 
through a narrow spot between the trees – where the wind pushes hard, providing a little excitement.  Also, the lake has an 
excellent put in/take out point near the car park; very important for old people who have to do the lifting and carrying.    

So, the party got off to a slow start, but as more and more people arrived, the fun level increased.  Everyone, except Lt/C Alan 
Cross, AP, got on the water for a while, and seemed to enjoy themselves.    

There was also a display of plastic sextants there, which generated interest by folks simply waking by.  Later this summer, P/C 
Chris Leavitt, SN will be teaching one method of developing a position via the Noon Shot or Meridian Transit.  The seminar was 
developed with Able Sea Scouts in mind (it is an elective for Quartermaster) but might be of interest to others.  The Davis Mark 
3 sextant will be used, and four are available for the seminar.  More fun for those interested in it! 
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April Dinner Meeting at Karbach 
By Lt Jana Wesson, AP 

The April dinner meeting was held at Karbach Brewing.  We enjoyed their outdoor beer garden before going on a tour of the 
brewery.  There was an excellent dinner in their restaurant with numerous beer selections available.  
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Bay Neigh Articles 

 
If you have a story or 
experience that would be of 
interest to our members, 
please E-Mail pictures and 
stories to Jana Wesson at 
beakboatgirl@me.com 
 
 

April-June Birthdays 

Karen Taylor 4/4 
Kenneth D. Williams 4/6 
Scott H. Cromack 4/6 
Victoria Nason 4/9 
James A. Crath 4/9 
William H. Mize Jr. 4/16 
Audrey Rivers 4/19 
Katarina Roberts 4/23 
M. Katherine Fegan 4/24 
Stephanie Shipp 4/28 
John S. Hardegree 4/29 
Linda S. Blan 5/2 
Walter P. Nass Jr. 5/6 
Morgan L. Santarlasci 5/6 
Jonathon R. Cross 5/7 
Thomas M. Derden 5/8 
Joshua M. Anderson 5/8 
Fiona B. McDonald 5/10 
Dylan Taylor 5/10 
Jennifer M. Cross 5/16 
Savannah X.W.A. Cushman 5/19 
John L. Glaeser 5/21 
Trey A. Sheward 5/21 
Samuel Munroe 5/22 
Stephen C. Sheward 5/25 
Randolph H. Pike 5/26 
Mario A. Martinez 5/27 
Patricia M. Sheward 6/1 
Catherine M. Leavitt 6/5 
Olutosin C. Fawole 6/11 
Kathy Benkenstein 6/17 
William J. Kehres 6/19 
Kelly Cromack 6/25 
JoLee P. Haddock 6/26 
Madeleine H. Cushman 6/28 

 
 

     
    

       

Bleisches Earn Life Membership 
Photo by Lt Jana Wesson, AP 

Congratulations to Gary Bleisch, JN (left) and Julie Bleisch, AP (not pictured 
Cdr Susie Becvar, AP is holding her plaque) on earning Life Membership! 

Gary and Julie have been the long-time hosts of the Matagorda Fishing 
Rendezvous each August – a Squadron favorite event. 

 
 

Notice to All Vessel Examiners 
By Stf/C Bob Boles 

Effective immediately, it will be the position of the Safety Committee that, 
you can’t have too many VSC decals, but you can have “not enough”! 
Please do not hesitate to request additional VSC decals from your 
Commander. 

 
 


