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Abandoned Crab Trap Removal
By Lt/C Marie Vu and Kristi Pierce
America’s Boating Club Houston partnered with the Galveston Bay Foundation in
their Abandoned Crab Trap Removal 2020 program. This year was the 19th year
for the event, and the Squadron will make this an annual event! This year, volunteers
removed over 200 lost or abandoned crab traps at our sites in Anahuac and Bolivar.
The Houston Squadron did yeoman’s service at the Bolivar location, supplying two
boats (thanks Corey and Scott) and 10 volunteers:
Jeanette and Corey Bloom
Claire and Scott McDonald
Susie Becvar

Lisa and Wolf Guenthert
Steve Sheward
Monica and Alan Cross

What is the Abandoned Crab Trap Removal Program?
The Abandoned Crab Trap Removal Program was created during the 77th (2001)
Texas Legislative session. This bill granted the TPWD Commission authority to
create a ten-day crab trap closure that begins the third Friday of each February.
Crab traps left in the water during this time are considered litter and may be disposed
of appropriately. Before this law, only law enforcement officials could legally
remove abandoned crab traps from Texas marine waters. Since 2002, volunteers
have removed 32,705 abandoned traps from Texas waters.
Why Remove Abandoned Crab Traps?
Abandoned, lost, or derelict crab traps have been identified as a significant source
of mortality for a variety of organisms, many of which are recreationally or commercially
important. They also create user conflicts, visual pollution, and possibly have negative
effects on sensitive habitats like seagrass. Not to mention the costly repairs or loss
of valuable fishing time experienced by boaters and fishermen whose motors have
come in contact with these lost traps.
The Future and the Squadron
It was generally agreed upon that between being on the water, enjoying time with
friends, doing a good thing for the environment and the State, having some fun
with lunch afterwards – it was so good that we are going to do it again next year!
(Photos on Page 9)
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Poop Sheet March 2020
March 4
Board of Directors Meeting – Home Port
March 7
ABC3 – Rinker’s Boat World at Lakeshore
March 16
Skywarn Spotter Training – Houston
Transtar
March 17
Happy St. Patrick’s Day, HSPS!
March 28
Vessel Safety Check – Location TBD
April 4
ABC3 – Ron Hoover RV – Katy
April 1
Board of Directors Meeting – Home Port
April 4
Geodetic Markers Day – Galveston Kroger
April 8
HSPS General Meeting – Founder’s Day at
Houston Maritime Museum
April 11
First Aid/CPR/AED Class – Home Port
April 12
Happy Easter, HSPS!
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PRAYER
Knowing, O Lord, that You stand ever
ready to hear our petitions and to help us
in our needs, we turn to You with
confidence asking for light and guidance
in teaching and in carrying out all the
precepts of the United States Power
Squadrons.
Since charity is the greatest of all virtues,
and our Squadron work is all charity, we
ask Thy blessing upon all our efforts.

Cdr Susie Becvar, AP
We are starting the New Year with a bang! We had some great events, and we are
having more events. We have been on the water, had several great dinners, and have
been reaching out into the community to make an impact in the world of recreational
boating.
This year, I want to focus on growing the Squadron.
We can do this, and it can be done easily!
People join our Squadron because we offer a lot. A person joins because of
Education – they want to take classes to become better boaters. Another joins
because they love the “Boating Club” aspect because of the fellowship and fun we
have – to enjoy activities on and off the water with a group of people they like. Some
join because of Community Service – to improve the boating education of the area and
to engage in conservation.
Healthy Growth Is the Key for maintaining an excellent Squadron such as ours!
The Squadron has four new opportunities waiting for us – and it will grow the
Squadron. But we need help, and if you say, “Yes, I’ll help for this year”, then we can
accomplish our expected growth.
So, here is my personal challenge and my challenge to all members – let’s work to
increase our Family membership by seven new families this year; increase our
Individual membership by 10 new members this year; and increase our Sea Scout or
Scouting membership by 12 new members this year.
There is more!
As the Commander, I know that a few extra hands makes a big difference in the fun
work we do. To that I want to increase the numbers of:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Members actively serving on committees (including teaching) by 11 persons
Members earning merit marks by 10 persons
Members attending general membership (dinner) meetings by 25 persons
Members attending at least one activity each year by 15% of our membership
Members attending District Conferences by 4 persons
Members taking at least one educational course during the past year by 10% or
18 persons
Members involved in community service activities by 20%
Members taking a leadership role in a project, activity or committee by 7 persons

We have so many positive things happening in our Squadron it is almost unbelievable.
But WE need YOUR help with time and talent. So please, if you are asked, don’t say
“No” – say “Maybe” or “Yes”.

Amen
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Focus on Boating Education
Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP
281-451-1146
uspsseohouston@gmail.com

Together, we make
boating better
Our tag line says that, “We are dedicated to promoting boating safety through education, civic service, and fun.”
The year 2019 ended as a banner year for the Houston Squadron. There were a number of unexpected events that set a stage
for the Squadron to capitalize upon.
For example, P/C Chris Leavitt, SN and his team of ABC3 Boater Safety course instructors taught 104 students! Of these 104,
there were a good number that were from a professional maritime salvage company, and a few more from the US Department of
Agriculture. In a few odd-out courses and our new Kayak program, the Squadron’s various training teams taught first aid to 6
people, 14 took a kayaking course, 7 people were in a seminar, and we had 3 for Instructor Development or in a VSE course!
The year had 52 people take an Advanced course, and there were 32 people taking an Elective course. All totaled, 232 people
took a course! So, a big “thank you” to all the instructors who delivered a course, and the same to members who took a course!
This new year of 2020 is starting out well. There are 48 students signed up and taking (or will be taking) a course! The ABC3
course is starting slow, but we have a new partner in Rinker’s Boat World and their new Lake Conroe location. Of interest are
the 10 folks in Weather, 3 in Piloting, and 7 in Advanced Piloting.
As you heard, the Seamanship course is now a heritage course, replaced by the Boat Handling course. New material, lots of
the older material remains, a new format and a bonus! If a person takes and get credit for the Boat Handling course, they will
also get credit for 6 seminars!
There is a Seminar Saturday being formed and ready to go in early May. This time there will be a 4-for-3 offering (pay for 3, get
the 4th seminar free). The seminar offerings are being offered to allow those interested in earning their Boat Operator
Certification to take seminars directly related to the requirements.
Finally… There are being scheduled additional courses for Boat Handling, Junior Navigation and Navigation. The Sail course
has 3 students signed up already. We are finalizing the dates for both Marine Communications and Marine Electrical Systems,
have some sign-ups for Marine Engine Maintenance, and will be filling up the scheduled classes for Cruise Planning and the two
First Aid/CPR courses. As an added bonus, we are finally getting the ham radio class started in October.
Remember – if you have a passion for teaching a subject – we can get you onboard the team of instructors. It’s fun, a great way
to display your knowledge and passion for a subject and increase your own understanding of that subject. I am just a phone call
away to your adventure.
Here is a chart showing how we did in 2019:

Contact. To contact me, best way is uspsseohouston@gmail.com or call me on the cell at 281-451-1146.
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More Education News
By Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP
ABC3 Boater Safety
Safe boating is no accident. Our team of ABC3 instructors are solid, up-to-speed on the latest information, and ready to instruct.
There are two items of special note for everyone; one, we are reaching out and forming partnerships with dealerships and
maritime oriented organizations, and two, we are offering discounts for larger groups!
We are working on finalizing a solid relationship with a large boat dealership in the north part of the county (thanks to the tireless work
of P/C Chris Leavitt, SN). They are offering us a training room and advertisement and we are offering them free seminars. They want
folks educated and trained just as we do. More in the next issue of the Bay Neigh and on social media as things work out.
As each of you (members) promote our ABC3 course, keep in mind that we have the ability to offer discounts to larger groups.
For a group of 14 or more, the Squadron will pay the TPWD license fee for the students. The students still pay the course fee of
$35, but we pay the license fee. This is especially helpful for church groups, youth organizations, and neighborhoods!
Every member can reach out to organizations they are part of (social, religious, community) and make the offer on behalf of the
Squadron. Chris Leavitt or Alan Cross will be on-hand to help you and answer specific questions.
New Opportunities
The Squadron is also working diligently with new management at Sea Star Base Galveston. They will become a satellite site for
delivering USPS education, and a great opportunity for our more “southern” based instructors to educate and conduct a class
within minutes of their home.
Captain Robert Campbell, JN is an employee of Sea Star Base Galveston (SSBG) and their head of Programs. His vision is
excellent and will allow SSBG to expand their educational offerings to an audience far greater than our current audiences; they
can make some money, and we will as well! For any instructor who has an interest in teaching a course down on Galveston
Island, please contact me and I’ll do a warm hand-off to Robert.
Seamanship and RADAR
As you have heard, the Seamanship course is now called Boat Handling. Like the Seamanship course, the new Boat Handling
course is intended for newer recreational boaters who have completed a basic boating class (like America's Boating Course)
and want to gain more knowledge, skill, and confidence to boat safely and have more fun in a variety of situations. Boat
Handling covers these topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rules of the Road: A Practical Approach
Confidence in Docking and Undocking: Slow-Speed Maneuvering
Boating with Confidence: Handling Your Boat Under Way
Anchoring with Assurance: Don't Get Carried Away
Emergencies on Board: Preparation for Handling Common Problems
Knots and Line Handling: The Knots You Need to Know

Each topic is also available as a free-standing seminar. A student can take a 6-session course, pass the examination – and get
credit for the 6 seminars at the same time! Add in an on-the-water experience, and we will get new members!
The RADAR seminar is now the RADAR course! We can (and will) continue to offer the RADAR seminar, but we can now teach
an in-depth course on the principles, operation and uses of RADAR on recreational vessels.
The course is called Radar for Boaters and was developed by Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons. This course is up-to-date
for radar technologies available now and into the near future. The course covers the different types of radar equipment, their
capabilities and limitations, as well as their features and how they apply to students’ needs. It covers what you need to know
about radar, from how and where to mount the antenna to how to interpret the displays, so you can use your radar for collision
avoidance and for navigational purposes.
Students attending this course should have completed America’s Boating Course (or another NASBLA-approved boating safety
course), preferably have completed Marine Navigation and Advanced Marine Navigation (currently Piloting and Advanced
Piloting), and have boating experience. Radar for Boaters is a required course for BOC-Offshore Navigation certification.
The examination is a 50-question multiple choice exam. In a very interesting change, exams will be administered and graded
locally in a proctored setting. The HQ-800 system is being updated, and once the system is available, SEOs will be able to
communicate exam results, and successful completion of the course will be able to be added to students' training records. The
SEO is looking for a few instructors to learn the RADAR course and be ready to teach in about 6 months.
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Artificial Horizon Workshop
By P/C Chris Leavitt, SN
It started out as an experiment. Two questions – 1. Is there any interest in Celestial Navigation, and 2. Can we advertise
successfully thru the REI web page? As you know, the Educational Department is always looking for more ways to get folks into
courses, classes, and seminars – so “free advertising”.
I am happy to report that the answer to both questions is “yes”. Eight folks called after seeing the information on the REI web
page. Two showed up. The two who showed had signed up on the Squadron Web page, and I think the other six who did not
simply forgot about it. Three members showed up after hearing about it in the Piloting class they are in. And Cathy Leavitt
came because she heard about it endlessly as I put the slides together. So, we had six for the class.
We used Davis Mk 3 sextants – the very inexpensive plastic ones. And we used molasses in a baking pan as the artificial
horizon. Both were accurate enough for the students to practice on, and everyone had a good time.
I picked the Noon Sight as a place to start because the math is easy and simple. Three values, and two of them get looked up.
I am including it simply to give you an idea of what I am talking about.
Latitude = (90 – HS) ± Dec. HS comes off the sextant and Dec is looked up in an almanac. People who never went to school
used this process to cross the Atlantic and Pacific. Mathematically it works, but all of our solutions were off – including mine???
– by 20 to 25 miles. Even with a cheap plastic sextant, we should do better than that, shouldn’t we? Anyway, I hate a mystery
(except Father Brown ones!).
So, here is what I found. Using an artificial horizon, we have a choice of two views. I cannot give any advice on which is more
accurate, but I can tell you that at my skill level, both are equally accurate (make of that what you will). Essentially, one
technique calls for the image of the mirror sun to be brought into an overlay of the sun in the artificial horizon. This is called coincident – see figure R32. Alternatively, it is possible to bring the mirror sun to touch the top, just as it would touch the natural
horizon – see figure X12. The difference between the two approaches is the number of corrections applied to the observation.
These corrections take what you read off the sextant and turn them into an accurate value. For the math folks: HS = Ho ± a
bunch of well-known values. Take JN, and you will be introduced to all of them. For what it’s worth, the single correction
needed for the R32 view is found in the front of the almanac and is valid forever. The X12 view needs a number of corrections
but works well with the USPS Celestial tools provided by USPS free with your membership.
Mystery solved.

R32
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Big Change at TPWD
by P/Lt/C Bob Stevenson, JN
On Friday, February 21st, family, friends, current and former bosses and co-workers gathered in the Commissioners Room at
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Headquarters building in Austin. The occasion was to pay homage to Timothy Spice,
head of the Department’s Boater Education organization, who is retiring after 25 years there. It was a solemn occasion. Tim and
the audience could hardly stop laughing for over an hour.
There were photos of Tim at various ages, a video, and gifts of all kinds. Some gifts were serious, such as commemorative,
collectible medals – one from President Trump. Others were humorous in some way.
There were stories. Oh, SO many stories. Tim's interest in cooking was a major theme of both stories and gifts. Mary Carrier
presented a model chuck-wagon to Tim.
This author was honored to represent HSPS/ABC-H in presenting to Tim an award from his friends in our organization. We have
worked closely with Tim as he worked tirelessly to bring to reality the agency's dream of an Online Registration System (ORS)
for students of the basic boating classroom courses (like ABC3) taught around the state. He was also responsible for providing
help contacts for those of us out here in teaching-land who struggled to understand and properly use the new ORS and, prior to
that roll-out, who struggled with the paper version.
A few attendees mentioned that Tim is a Command Sergeant Major in the Army. Tim pointed out that leadership skills and
techniques that worked well in the Army did not work at all in the job he was performing for TPWD, and he has had to flip the
switch in his head to operate properly in each role.
Tim will continue his involvement with water activities by being heavily involved in drowning prevention, which is something he is
passionate about. That was clear from his emphasis on boating safety throughout his time with TPWD.
We wish Tim well in his retirement.
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Dinner Cruise on the Southern Empress
by Lt/C Amy L. Taylor, S
Photos by Lt/C Amy L. Taylor, S and Lt Jana Wesson, AP
The new year started off with a wonderful time with friends and Squadron members and a dinner cruise on a paddlewheel boat,
the Southern Empress, on Lake Conroe. It was an unforgettable evening filled with dining, conversation and drinks (there was
dancing, but no one was that daring!) We started off with drinks and socializing on the Magnolia deck, went topside to enjoy the
view and sunset and leaving the dock, then down below for dinner on the Texas deck. After dinner and dessert (and we were all
stuffed by this time), back topside for chilly breezes and a wonderful view of Lake Conroe at night. This was one 3-hour tour
that we all survived and had a great time. Fun and festivities were enjoyed by Claire and Scott McDonald, Steve Sheward,
Jana Wesson, Cathy and Chris Leavitt, Monica and Alan Cross, and Amy and Mike Taylor. I’m sure that next year we’ll be
back on the water with the Southern Empress.
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Captain’s License
by 1st/Lt Stephen C. Sheward, S
Assistant Educational Officer
Captain’s License. You’ve been wanting to do that for years. You just need a study buddy and some motivation to move forward.
Yes, you have to take a course (usually 5 to 7 days), spend a bit of money up front (the cost ranges from $500 to $800), and fill
out some paperwork. For starters, you’ll need to decide which type of captain’s license you want. There are two types:
•

The Operator license is for uninspected vessels (i.e., boats that hold up to 6 passengers, weigh up to 100 gross tons, and
travel up to 100 miles offshore). This is sometimes called a “6-pack license”.

•

The Master license is for inspected vessels (larger boats that can carry 7 or more passengers) that travel up to 200 miles
offshore or on inland waters.

Once you determine which license you want, you’ll need to provide proof of a few simple items:
•

That you’re at least 18 years of age (a passport works well)

•

Some basic health information:
o
o
o

•

A completed physical exam
A drug screen, and
Up-to-date CPR/First Aid training in the past year

360 days on the water, with 90 of those days in the last three years (there are additional factors for the Master license)

The remainder of the process involves taking a captain’s license course, passing the comprehensive exam, and then getting
your license from the US Coast Guard! We know what you’re thinking: “A course and an exam?! But it’s been years since I’ve
taken any classes or tests!”
The captain’s license exam covers three general areas of knowledge: coastal navigation, deck knowledge, and “rules of the
road”. Questions touch on things like safety, boat terminology, lights and sound signals, as well as tides, nautical charts, and
boating regulations. There are plenty of example questions and practice tests online. OH!
Did we mention about the
America’s Boating Club courses and seminars and mentors that can help! If you’re an avid boater or active member with the
Squadron, you likely already know a lot of this stuff and the studies will focus on everything you need to know to pass the
examination. Once you pass the exam, just send in your paperwork (or have your course center do it) to the US Coast Guard.
You can purchase a “Captain in a Box” course from America’s Boating Club (see http://store.shopusps.org/Catalog/Captain/) or
talk with me as I organize a course. Right now, we have a great opportunity to take the course with our very own Captain
Robert Campbell. He teaches all types of Captain’s License courses and renewal courses. If you have an interest, let me know
(steve@sheward.com) and as soon as we have a few “takers” we’ll move forward.
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Abandoned Crab Trap Removal
(Continued from Page 1)
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Bay Neigh Articles
If you have a story or
experience that would be of
interest to our members,
please E-Mail pictures and
stories to Jana Wesson at
beakboatgirl@me.com

January through March Birthdays
Lisa Guenthert
Wolf Guenthert
Sean C. Sheward
Raymond L. Brisson
Alan W. Cross
William E. Blan
Mark E. Taylor
Steven A. Behrmann
Phoebe G. Sheward
Benjamin L. Drews
Judy Smith
Umberto A. La Matta
Peter H. Hames
Lance T. Johnson
Ming Yan
Monica K. Cross
Dalton W. Becvar
William S. Haddock Jr.
Drew Taylor
Mary Roland
Nicolaas Nelsen
Matthew Le
Edward F. Nagel
Zachary A. Cross
Joey V. McDonald
Kara L. Passmore
Christopher J. Leavitt
Kristina L. Pierce

1/1
1/1
1/1
1/11
1/18
1/21
1/27
1/31
2/1
2/7
2/7
2/8
2/9
2/10
2/12
2/14
2/16
2/16
2/27
3/1
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/15
3/19
3/24
3/26
3/28

Amazon Smile Gives Back to
America’s Boating Club Houston
Are you going to buy something from
Amazon? Don’t go to amazon.com. Go
to https://smile.amazon.com so that a
percentage of your purchase will be
donated to America’s Boating Club
Houston.

A Couple of Fun and Good-to-Have Courses
As you may have seen, the Squadron is having fun! We are reaching out into
different areas of education and fun. And some of this education and fun is
actually useful!
Amateur (ham) radio. Starting on or about October 17th, we will have a ham
radio class. There will be two days of education, a day for review and the test.
The course is free, but students must go online and purchase a book (1 per family)
because that is the study guide. The intent is to get the book to you about 4
weeks before the class starts, to give you time to read (it’s an easy read) and be
ready for the fast-paced course. The course is being taught by Peter S. Aronstam,
S.N., KW5PA, of the Galveston Bay Power Squadron (but a Houston resident!).
Peter is highly involved in local and regional emergency communications and is
a qualified instructor with the American Radio Relay League.
This course will get you to the Technician class license. It is a great license to
have that can lead to more advanced ham radio licenses and more fun with
maritime communications nets, onboard HF/MW communications, and lots of
fun. It does not qualify you for a marine radio license but we will have folks onhand that can walk you through the process of qualifying you for that maritime
radio license. Learn more at
https://americasboatingclubhouston.org/education/members-onlytraining/amateur-radio-license/.
First Aid with CPR & AED. America’s Boating Club Houston offers this 1-day
first aid, CPR, and AED course. It takes between 6 to 8 hours depending on the
number of students. There will be a break for a lunch when needed. You can
either bring your lunch or go to a restaurant in the area. The training is good for
2 years. Of some note, this course will meet all requirements of USCG
EMCASI-202 Standard First Aid, CPR and AED as documented in “Course
Approvals – Deputy Commandant for Operations – USCG”. The Squadron is
getting a special pricing of $30 per person and only $15 for a book (not needed
for the course but great to have).
Learn more about this course at
https://americasboatingclubhouston.org/education/first-aid-cpr-aed/.
If you are an offshore mariner, the Squadron can also offer two additional levels
of training:
•
•

Wilderness First Aid – 16 hours
Advanced Wilderness First Aid – 40 hours

These two courses are fun and functional. The 16-hour course is typically
taught on a Friday night, all day Saturday, and part of Sunday. The 40-hour
course is an 8-hour – 5-day, 5 consecutive days. For either course, the
schedule can be modified to help with everyone’s time.

