
 
 

No. 2 August 2020 Vol. LXXIII 

Poop Sheet August 2020 
 

August 3 
Seminar – How to Use a Chart – 

Teleconference 
August 5 

Board of Directors Meeting – 
Teleconference 

August 24 
Seminar – The Mariner’s Compass – 

Teleconference 
August 26 

Seminar – Anchoring With Assurance – 
Teleconference 

August 27 
Seminar – Using VHF Marine Radio – 

Teleconference 
August 28 

Seminar – Rules of the Road – 
Teleconference 

September 2 
Board of Directors Meeting – 

Teleconference 
Watch your email for event announcements! 

 

Boater Safety Education in the time of the Plague 
By P/C Chris Leavitt, SN 

Virtual meetings have been a godsend over the last few months. It’s been pretty 
much the only way to stay in contact with each other.  Normally, the Houston 
Squadron would be conducting at least one ABC3 class and one USPS Paddle Smart 
program each month.  Not this year.  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has 
not allowed in-person ABC3 classes and the National office of America’s Boating Club 
has strongly indicated that we should suspend our on-the-water program.  So, the 
regular approach to helping boaters be safe on the water was out.  But boating safety is 
too important to let a little thing like a plague get in the way and halt the program.   

Using virtual meeting technology, the Houston Squadron conducted six seminars in 
eleven sessions during the months of April and May.  Most of the seminars were 
conducted twice, once in the afternoon and once in the evening, on different days 
and different weeks, with approximately 72 attendees. The programs had some 
advertising, mostly through e-mail, but folks have shown up from around the state 
and from various organizations, all interested in safer boating.  As a well-known TV 
personality used to say, “But wait, there’s more!”.  America’s Boating Club Houston 
has a great working relationship with the Sea Scouts, a part of the Boy Scouts of 
America; around twenty-five of our Squadron members are, or have been, in the 
Sea Scout program.  Due to the current plague, all Sea Scout meetings and 
activities have been canceled too.   

So, we have been having Conversations.  The Houston Squadron cannot simply 
give away Classes, Courses, or Seminars.  The National organization has spent good 
money developing them and deserves a return.  But a Conversation, particularly if 
it is about Sea Scout advancement, is just a conversation.  To date, we have held 
5 Conversations dealing with 24 various rank advancement items of interest to 
youth.  Topics have covered a wide range of issues – menu planning and 
purchasing provisions, types of life jackets, how to conduct crew overboard, fire, 
and collision drills, maritime history of the United States, and more.   

During the evening of May 20, the Conversation was about Safety and specifically 
the advancement items necessary for Sea Scout to advance to the rank of 
Ordinary Sea Scout.  They need to know what safety equipment is required by law 
for their primary vessel, they need to develop a ship’s station bill so that they can 
conduct safety drills, they need to know three types of equipment used in marine 
communication, and be able to make a radio telephone call to another vessel using 
correct communications procedures.   There were 4 youth and 1 adult Sea Scouts 
on the call.  As this was National Safe Boating Week, we wore PFD’s for the class!  
Everyone was kind enough to send pictures of themselves in their PFD’s.   

(Continued on Page 5) 
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As the pandemic continues – so does the work of the Houston Squadron! 

First, and foremost, make the most fun of the quarantine that you can!  Stay safe, stay 
healthy, stay informed, and stay focused on the fun we will all have when this is over. 

As the Commander, I want each member to feel comfortable in giving me a phone call; 
to chat, inspire me! to talk about important things…. and to make sure you have 
someone to talk with.  There are two upsides to that phone call – I also get to hear 
from others! 

Keep looking at our website for the cool things that we are pushing out, and our social 
media site (Facebook) for conversations about Squadron activities.  Speaking of 
activities, we will keep planning them – in-person if possible, virtually otherwise. 

Lt/C Marie Vu is planning some fun (albeit different) gatherings using teleconferences.  
Have you ever attended a Zoom Happy Hour?  Or online Bingo?  Just “do it” as they 
say, and join in the fun.  Lt/C Amy Taylor, S is working behind the scenes getting 
activities planned, and re-planned, so when we can get on the water, we are ready to 
go! 

And now – if you are mostly bored and want to have some fun online – we have rolled 
out Seminars via teleconference, and at a reduced price!  If you want the education or 
need the seminar for your personal advancement, check out the dates and times on 
the website (https://americasboatingclubhouston.org/) under Calendar or Education.  
And there is more – we have a new program focused on Sea Scouts and other young 
adults, but totally appropriate for any Member.   We call it “Conversations with Chris” 
and there is no charge (it’s free!).  P/C Chris Leavitt, SN will speak about a fun topic 
and open it up for a ‘conversation with Chris’. 

OK, we are not meeting in person, but we are using teleconferencing.  We are still 
planning activities and outings!  We still want to make sure all our Members and their 
families are doing “OK”, and if you need help, simply call me and we will talk. 
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PRAYER 

O Lord God Almighty, give us a pure heart, 
a clear mind, and a steadfast will, that we 
may daily increase in Thy wisdom.   

Keep us ever mindful of the trust which is 
ours in the teaching of Squadron precepts. 

Help us to be watchful for new knowledge 
and to gladly share that which has been 
given us. 

We ask these things in the name of God, 
Our Father. 

Amen 

John Osgood Hart, USPS Chaplain 
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Join the Education Department!    
The US Power Squadrons would care to have instructors complete the Instructor Development course.  If you want to teach the 
ABC3 course, it is a requirement.  The course is interesting, you learn a few new things, we have FUN during the course, and 
your help would be appreciated.  There are a number of former and current students who have shown a propensity for 
instruction, and you will be individually and collectively approached to consider becoming part of the Instructional Team.   

As I am wont to say, “I have an opportunity for you.” 

There are many areas of education within the Squadron where a passion for education is warranted.  Want to teach a seminar?  
Maybe stand as a backup for a current instructor?  Or want to deliver a short course on something you are passionate about!  
The course is more fun and educational with a lot of students, so consider your time and schedule – and let’s talk!   

Several new programs being contemplated for the Squadron that require the appropriate use of human personnel (that’s all y’all) 
and to prevent stresses and schedule conflicts, the more instructors, the better.  AND it’s not just in the classroom teaching 
either; we have on-the-water instruction, there are small boat opportunities, there are opportunities for building teaching aids, 
more opportunities for finding and marketing non-USPS programs (that we deliver) to enhance what the Squadron does, and – 
more – use your imagination! 

So, consider becoming an Instructor, and when I email and call – or invite you to coffee – don’t be too worried.  It’s all easy! 

Reduced-price Seminars 
USPS Seminars are being offered at a reduced rate or Free for a limited time.  The reduced rate is $20/seminar (credit is given, 
certificates issued, on your permanent training record) and Free (listen in, no credit or certificate is given).  This program will last 
until September 2020.   

The purpose of the program is to (a) keep all our different audiences engaged with the Squadron by offering each seminar two 
times a month in an afternoon then evening format, (b) offer a deep discount to those wanting advancement in the Boat 
Operator Certification program whilst minding financial situations, and (c) keep some revenue coming into the Squadron. 

Check the Houston Squadron calendar (https://americasboatingclubhouston.org/events-calendar/) often for schedules, new 
offerings, and updates.  Each seminar is being offered twice a month; once in the afternoon and once in the evening, to fit all 
schedules! 

Join the Education Department as we have a FUN skills training class! 

Lt Richard Lipham, P/R/C Scott McDonald, SN, and P/C Denny Fegan, AP have agreed to support a skills training needed 
for new boaters, refresher for experienced boaters, have a LOT OF FUN, and useful for Sea Scouts.  This skill training is around 
the use of pyrotechnic signaling and the use of fire extinguishers.  That’s right… shoot some aerial flares, hold onto some smoke 
and bright flares, make the radio announcements, and put out a fire (controlled fire, of course!). 

This event is in the planning stages with the helpers and with Galveston Bay Squadron, who has graciously agreed to loan us 
use of their facility and attend. 

If you want to brush up on your skills, have fun with flares and fire, and earn credit for your Boat Operator Certification, then join 
us!  Watch for announcements and visit the Squadron website and calendar for more information and registration when the 
event is fully planned. 

(Continued on Page 4) 

 

 

 
Focus on Boating Education 

Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP 
281-451-1146 

uspsseohouston@gmail.com 
  

Together, we make  
boating better 
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Focus on Boating Education 
(Continued from Page 3) 

Thank You to the Instructors! 

I thought to say "Thank You" to each Instructor who has or will deliver a seminar this Summer, and a hearty 'thank you' to 
everyone who is supporting this educational effort!  To date, with seminars delivered or folks registered for a seminar, we have 
presented seminars to 134 persons!   

That's right, 134 folks! 

And some have even paid! 

All since April 16th! 

This effort has brought in some money to the coffers, but what it's really done is show what the Houston Squadron can do.  We 
are being recognized for the effort, we are being “thanked” for the effort, and we have a lot of repeat customers who are just 
having fun learning something – and that is great!  The Houston Squadron is out in the forefront of D/21 Squadrons; we are 
getting folks from the LRGV Squadron, from Austin, San Antonio, Dallas, Fort Worth, Oklahoma City, and as distant as 
Washington State and the State of Georgia. 

This seminar effort has blended in well with Chris Leavitt's "Conversations with Chris", a program focused on the young adults 
and Mates (adults) in Sea Scout Ships across the State and the nation.  We see some young adults taking a Free seminar to 
learn and become a better, safer boater. 

I have my original list of "would you like to help" and we'll be back asking to solidify your commitment.  There has been a request 
or three asking about "are you going to offer these again?" and of course - Yes!  Some of the more popular or esoteric will be 
given a 3rd time later in August and early September.  So again – this is better than my wildest dream of working – and we truly 
are a pacesetting Squadron! 

Anchoring 16 
PIC 9 
Trailering 0 
Using GPS 0 
Sail Trim 15 
Using VHF 17 
Fueling & Boating 0 
How to Use a Chart 1 
Boat Handling Under Power 0 
Intro to Navigation 18 
Knots 0 
Basic Weather 0 
Hurricane Preparedness 10 
BH Emergencies on Board 7 
BH Rules of the Road 22 
Marine RADAR 0 
Mariners Compass 19 

 
 

Contact.   To contact me, best way is uspsseohouston@gmail.com or call me on the cell at 281-451-1146.  
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America’s Boating Club Houston is doing well financially.  There are several areas where improvement is required, and a few 
areas where improvement will have long-term positive affect on our financial health, reporting, and transparency. 

There are three areas to help the growth and maintenance of a financially healthy organization: membership sustainability and 
growth, continuing education, and giving. 

Other areas of the Houston Squadron are focused on membership growth and stability.  Our primary sources of income are 
membership sustainability and education.  Keeping the members we have, growing the membership, and meeting expectations 
are paramount.  The benefits of membership are great, so the new members should recognize all the good we can do for them.   

Continuing education with the Squadron is a second source of our income.  You, the reader, can help!  Look at yourself and ask 
if there is that one extra course you should take.  Look also at others in your circle of friends who could benefit from the Boat 
Handling course or several seminars.  It really is everyone’s duty to tell others about our organization to support membership 
growth and education. 

Finally, sometimes you just want to give a few extra dollars.  That is OK too!  We don’t sell cookies or popcorn, but we do have a 
way to donate as generously as you want (or a friend wants!).  Simply go online to the “Shop” page on our website 
(https://americasboatingclubhouston.org/shop/) and click on the “Donate” button.  You can direct your donation to several special 
funds or designate where your donation should go.  Although the default level of giving is $25, you can “up” that amount if you 
wish.  We are also engaged with Wreaths Across America to help honor our deceased veterans and to garner a small income.   

Of all the things to keep the Squadron financially healthy would be to increase our membership by 14 persons or families by the 
end of October 2020.  Reach out to family, friends and acquaintances and invite them to consider a membership! 

 

Boater Safety Education in the time of the Plague 
(Continued from Page 1) 

The Houston Squadron has, or will be offering, these “Conversations with Chris” to all Sea Scouts and all interested Squadron 
members!  Some of the offerings on our calendar are: 

• Apprentice Topics 
• Celestial Navigation 
• Cooking for a Group 
• Environment 
• Grounded - A Good Thing 
• Maritime History 
• Ordinary Safety 
• Practical Deck Seamanship 
• Safety 

With an ever-expanding audience and list of 
topics, the Houston Squadron continues to 
fulfill its mission of education and boater safety. 

The Houston Squadron will continue providing 
boating education in this manner for the rest of 
the summer and in the fall, God willing, we will 
return to our regular educational program.   

 

 

 

 
The Treasurer’s Box 

From the Squadron Treasurer 
Lt/C Monica K, Cross, AP 
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Bay Neigh Articles 

 
If you have a story or 
experience that would be of 
interest to our members, 
please E-Mail pictures and 
stories to Jana Wesson at 
beakboatgirl@me.com 
 
 

June through August Birthdays 

Patricia M. Sheward 6/1 
Ashley N. Robinson 6/2 
Catherine M. Leavitt 6/5 
Robert K. Leandre 6/8 
Bruce L. Ehni 6/13 
Kathy Benkenstein 6/17 
William J. Kehres 6/19 
Kelly Cromack 6/25 
JoLee P. Haddock 6/26 
Madeleine H. Cushman 6/28 
Simon C. Sexton 7/1 
Christopher Shan 7/1 
Kelsey L. Gerber 7/6 
Trey Gilbert 7/11 
Richard W. Lipham 7/12 
Matthew D. Heath 7/13 
Mara H. Behrman 7/15 
Jennifer D. Hardegree 7/16 
Nicholas Hidrovo 7/21 
Lynda Vu 7/27 
Marie T. Vu 7/27 
Lawrence Behrmann 7/31 
Robert J. Robbins 7/31 
Robert Elberger 8/1 
Richard L. Grimes 8/6 
Regina J. Stevens 8/6 
R. Craig Shipp 8/8 
Vladimir A. Hidrovo 8/9 
William M. Stevens Jr. 8/9 
Alejandra F. Hidrovo 8/10 
Merton M. Osborne 8/13 
Deborah K. Campbell 8/14 
Evangeline An 8/15 
Amy L. Taylor 8/16 
Mary M. Derden 8/17 
Sabrina Gilbert 8/19 
Al Meyer 8/22 
Gregory L. Dejarnett 8/30 
Susan G. St.Cyr 8/30 

 

 

 

     
    

       
      

What’s up with Betelgeuse in Orion? 

Betelgeuse is usually is the brightest star in the prominent constellation 
Orion – It’s the out flung left hand above the three start belt.  Orion is clearly 
visible in the night sky from November to February. Orion is in the 
southwestern sky if you are in the Northern Hemisphere. It is best seen 
between latitudes 85 and minus 75 degrees.  It will be near the brightest 
star in the sky, Sirius, and it will not be very bright.   

There exist several schools of thought concerning the lack of brightness – 
one is that the very hot red giant  Betelgeuse is about to go nova, the other 
(and less exciting) is that it is a variably bright star with two periods of 
increasing/decreasing brightness and both cycles are on the low side at this 
moment.  

This is of importance to Celestial Navigators because Betelgeuse is usually 
one of the top six brightest and easiest to find stars, and an easy shoot. But 
because of its current dimness, it has fallen into the group of 2nd magnitude 
stars next to Bellatrix; literally it’s Orion’s other hand.  Of course, should 
Betelgeuse go nova, we may have an additional daytime body to observe, a 
situation that I am reliably informed has not happened in the most recent 
2000 years.   

Below is a picture of the Constellation Orion from NASA – not a current 
picture.  The big red star in the upper left corner is Betelgeuse.   

 
 
 


