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Fire, Flares and Fun
By P/C Chris Leavitt, JN
The last Sunday in March 2021, America’s Boating Club, Houston conducted a
“cool” event at Sea Star Base, Galveston, Texas – “Fire, Flares, & Fun”. It was an
opportunity for BSA Sea Scouts to complete several safety-oriented requirements
for the rank of Ordinary Sea Scout, and for Squadron members to complete the
Coastal Navigator Pyrotechnics Skills Demonstration.
The Squadron is committed to the Boat Operator Certification program, teaches all
required seminars and courses annually, and provides on-the-water skills
development from kayaks to larger sail and power boats.
The event was held in its natural environment – cold, wet, and windy. After an
explanation of the key points of fire safety, the fire triangle, and other technical
issues, it was off to use the fire extinguishers – using a Class A extinguisher to put
out a paper fire and then the Class B extinguisher to put out a combination diesel
and gasoline fire.
Then it was back to the classroom for an explanation of pyrotechnic safety and
when to use the devices. Since this was a “live fire” training exercise, everyone
learned why the US Coast Guard and the local fire department were informed
ahead of time, and a Sea Scout made the necessary Securite call on VHF Channel
16 to alert the local boaters. On the way out to the pier, where the pyrotechnic
skills demonstration was to be held, everyone put on life jackets. Away from the
buildings, the 25 knot wind was a bit more challenging. As the aerial pyrotechnics
were fired into air over the center of Offats Bayou, it was a good opportunity to
observe the “hang time” for various aerial flares and the impact of the wind on their
motion. After cleaning up their mess and notifying the USCG that the event was
complete, the Sea Scouts and Squadron members returned home to Houston,
Conroe, and Beaumont.
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Poop Sheet April 2021
April 6
Conversations with Chris – Zoom
April 7
Board of Directors Meeting – Teleconference
April 10
America’s Boating Course – Home Port
April 14
HSPS General Meeting – Founders’ Day –
Teleconference
April 17
Kayaking Level 1 – Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve
April 20
Conversations with Chris – Zoom
Seminar – Teleconference
April 22
Seminar – Teleconference
April 29
Seminar – Teleconference
May 1
America’s Boating Course – Home Port
May 4
Conversations with Chris – Zoom
May 5
Board of Directors Meeting – Teleconference
May 11
Seminar – Teleconference
May 12
HSPS General Meeting –Teleconference
May 15
Kayaking Level 1 – Venue TBD
May 17
Seminar – Teleconference
Watch your email for event announcements!

(More photos on Page 9)
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PRAYER
O Lord God, in whom we live and move
and have our being, who seest where we
are blind, who knowest where we are
ignorant, be with us in all that we do, and
grant us faith and hope and love without
measure.
Help us to open out eyes to greater
learning for we are aware, more and
more, of our error in things past.

April 2021 Bay Neigh

Cdr Amy L. Taylor, S
We are well under way into 2021, and the future of the Houston Squadron is looking
bright! The past year has shown what a great team we have. The pandemic only
seemed to slow us down for a moment, and then we stepped up and found new,
innovative ways to keep things rolling. Going forward, my vision is to take what has
worked well for us and continue to grow from there. With our strong Education
Department, our active and growing kayaking program, increased conservation and
community service projects, new marketing and communications plans, I foresee
growth and retention in squadron membership.
One of the great things that has come from the past year is virtual meetings and
trainings. While we would prefer to get together, and we all have some computer
fatigue, there have been some very positive aspects of going virtual. We have had
greater turnout for our board meetings and training. Living in Houston makes us very
diverse in many ways, including geographically. I think we can all agree that the
commute for the meetings has been great!
I would like to really highlight our Education Department. They have brought new and
creative seminars, conversations, and classes, not only to our Squadron, but to many
others in our District, state, and throughout the country. We have a special
relationship with our Sea Scout community, where the youth are getting knowledge
that they would have difficulty finding on their own. One of our instructors, P/C Chris
Leavitt, SN, was awarded the nationally prestigious Chapman Award this past
February. Way to go, Chris!
We are seeing a time of renewal at Home Port with renovations. This was spurred on
by a burst pipe that did some damage but gave us the reason to start looking at how to
improve our space. When folks walk into Home Port for the first time or the hundredth
time, we want them to feel warm, welcome, and comfortable… and wanting to come
back again.
My greatest hope for this year is that we can serve our members and community by
continuing to strengthen our programs and our relationships. As the year goes on, we
will be seeing each other in person and strengthening our social bonds, as well. I
think we are all looking forward to that. Let’s keep innovating and creating to grow our
squadron and keep it strong! It takes our entire team to do that, so please get
involved. Come to a meeting or an activity, lead a class, become a Vessel Safety
Check Inspector. There are so many things to do, there is something for everyone!
I invite you all to communicate with me if you have questions, ideas, or suggestions. I
am here to help make OUR Houston Squadron as amazing as possible.

Guide us and keep us ever in the right
path.
We ask it Thy name.
Amen
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Focus on Boating Education
Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP
281-451-1146
uspsseohouston@gmail.com

Together, we make
boating better

“Last year we said, ‘Things can’t go on like this’, and they didn’t, they got worse.” – Will Rodgers
New Instructors
Some really good news (and fun news!) from the Education Department. First, and foremost, we have three Squadron
members currently in study to become Certified USPS Instructors: Rafael Ramos, Craig Shipp, AP, and Roger Runnels.
These three bring different talents to the Squadron and are all-around good guys! Some of the projects they are doing under the
tutelage of P/Lt/C Bob Stevenson, JN are fascinating! Of course, there is always “more” because each of them will become
ABC3 instructors in their area, and all of them are developing presentations that will turn into teaching/training aids. Along those
lines, Lt/C Marie Vu and Lt/C Kristi Pierce are in the process of being “Opt-Out” for certified instructors. We are all hoping to
hear from National, soon, on their status.
On the Water
Continuing on with the fun, P/C Chris Leavitt, JN, Lt/C Kristi Pierce, P/R/C Scott McDonald, SN, Lt Al Meyer, JN, and a few
others are working diligently on vessels and programs augmenting the ABC3 Boater Safety course and the Boat Handling
course. The on-the-water programs will be a boon to the Squadron because they give us an avenue to continue education with
students, have fun (because it’s on the water!) and influence membership growth. An added bonus point to this is we have a
chase boat for some kayaking events, a smaller boat for youth-oriented activities, and it’s transportable! And the boat is a nice
blue color!
Courses and Seminars
The Education Department has a solid start to the new year. With fifty-five students signed up or completed a course, we are on
the way to another successful year. Our “season of seminars” is just now starting. This is a great time to publicly say thank
you to every Instructor in the Squadron – it is their time, talent and treasures that make the Houston Squadron the best in
education. On that note, more fun is coming down the line.
Kayaking
Kristi Pierce and Lt/C Monica Cross, AP are becoming ACA (American Canoe Association) certified in Level II Kayaking and
as Tour Leaders. Kristi can certainly tell you more about this program and what a boon it will be in bringing a new pipeline of
education and fun events into the Squadron.
Leadership Development - Updates
In the last Bay Neigh, we talked about offering the Leadership Development Series from USPS National. We are on our way!
The first of the series was “Leadership – Past, Present and Future” presented by Cdr Amy Taylor, S and P/C Christopher J.
Leavitt, SN. Following this presentation, there will be another ten (10) presentations, at one about every 3 – 4 weeks. There
will be NO cost, there will be NO travel (all teleconference), and they are suitable for all members of the Squadron and those
outside the Squadron who need a quick education in the tools and skills of effective leadership. These leadership presentations
are suitable for anyone who is interested – from the Squadron members, to youth in the Squadron, youth organizations the
Squadron associates with, and non-members!
Final Thoughts
A final thought: Education is fun, it helps you to better understand your boating activity, and you become safer on the water. A
focus point for education can be the Boat Operators Certification, a means by which you can focus on educational and skills
growth in a planned manner. Wouldn’t it be a great thing for the 40+ something folks in the Houston Squadron who are qualified
for Inland Navigator to complete the final steps?
Contact. To contact me, best way is uspsseohouston@gmail.com or call me on the cell at 281-451-1146.
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Yakety YAK
Paddling Location Reviews
Lt/C Kristi Pierce
kristipierce12@gmail.com

Paddles up – a mild winter and beautiful spring have provided kayakers with many opportunities to spend time on the water.
One of my favorite places to paddle is Stubblefield Lake, located in the Sam Houston National Forest. This location offers easy
access to the water and easy paddling conditions. It feels more like a slow-moving river than a lake, making it perfect for
beginners. In fact, my children learned to paddle here over 9 years ago on a tow line. You will see a few boats with trolling
motors in search of a honey hole to fish in, but you will mainly find yourself in good company with other kayakers. Campsites are
available for $15 per night, making it a fun place to meet up with family or friends. Since Hurricane Harvey, major repairs to the
Stubblefield Lake bridge have cause the location to be closed from time to time, so check out their website before you head to
the lake: https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/texas/recarea/?recid=30290
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“Conversations with Chris” for Everyone
By Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP
About this time a year ago, P/C Chris Leavitt, JN (specifically) and the Education Department were presented with an odd
opportunity. Young adults in the local BSA Sea Scout program needed some help. They needed to talk with someone
knowledgeable about a specific topic that would help them advance in their program. What started as an idea to have a few
“conversations” with just a few young adults blossomed into the program we now call “Conversations with Chris”.
In the Sea Scout program, involvement is more than just learning to sail, or motor a boat. A young adult learns about the
environment, cooking, safety, maritime history… and much more. Not all these subjects are available to a young Sea Scout in
their local unit, and that was a problem. The solution: Go online and just talk about the topic as it relates to the Sea Scout
program and interests with an expert in the subject!
The year 2020 was a grand experiment for delivering these “Conversations” (think of them as an FDR’ish type of radio talk, or a
TED Talk). The results were excellent – young adults and some of their adult leaders, from around Texas and the Nation, joined
in to our free offering! These “conversations” filled a gap in maritime education, gave young adults to have some fun learning,
and promoted our Squadron.
In 2021, the “Conversations” are back. There will be fourteen conversations offered, starting soon and lasting throughout the
summer. All the 2020 conversations are back, and some interesting additions. As a fun note to the Squadron members – you
don’t have to be in Sea Scouts to join in and listen! This information is good, fun, useful, historically accurate and worth your
time.
So, every couple of weeks, join in for the education and stay for the fun. Here is a list of the current offerings:
“Conversations with Chris” - Ordinary Safety
Tuesday, April 20, 2021 7:00 pm
“Conversations with Chris” – The Sextant - A Journey to HO from Anywhere
Tuesday, May 4, 2021 7:00 pm
“Conversations with Chris” – Practical Deck Seamanship
Tuesday, May 18, 2021 7:00 pm
“Conversations with Chris” – Navigation Mathematics
Thursday, June 10, 2021 7:00 pm
“Conversations with Chris” – Maritime History
Tuesday, June 22, 2021 7:00 pm

SkyWarn Spotter Training
By P/C Susie Becvar, AP
SKYWARN weather spotters are trained volunteers that watch the skies during severe weather and relay reports back to the
National Weather Service (NWS). Spotter reports are crucial for effective warnings and can save lives by validating an existing
warning or providing the impetus for issuing a new warning.
This past several years, the Squadron tried to have a SkyWarn program, but the storms and lockdowns
prevented this from happening. In typical Houston Squadron manner, we found an alternative to inperson training! This online SKYWARN Spotter Training Course is being offered by the COMET®
Program as part of its educational partnership with the National Weather Service (NWS). This 2-hour
online course covers the basics of being a SKYWARN Spotter. The goal of the course is to provide
baseline training for all spotters. We have this training on our Squadron calendar so it’s easy to find.
The training is free, the training is online, and the training is exactly what the NWS offers in person.
See the calendar on the Squadron website: Skywarn Spotter Training

Page 5

April

2021

Seminars and More
By Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP
Seminars are a great way to learn about a specific topic concentrated into a manageable, two-hour commitment. These focused
sessions help you round out your understanding and knowledge of a variety of boating topics. Selected seminars count for your
Boat Operator Certification. The Houston Squadron is offering the seminars via teleconference, so from the comfort of your
home, you can learn more! Keep abreast of our Seminar offerings on the Squadron calendar. Remember – you can pay a
small fee and get credit for the seminar, or you can attend for free (w/o credit) – but both ways enhance your maritime
education! We are starting now, and there are sixteen (16) scheduled seminars. Some of the more popular are repeated. If
you want a seminar and don’t see it on the Squadron calendar, simply make a request for a presentation.

Amateur Radio License Class
By Lt Roger H Runnels
The Houston Squadron is again offering an Amateur Radio (ham)
Technician class license course of study for interested persons. The course
is Free (small charge for the required book). The Technician class is the
entry-level license of choice for most new ham radio operators. To earn the
Technician license requires passing one examination totaling 35 questions
on radio theory, regulations and operating practices. The license gives
access to all Amateur Radio frequencies above 30 megahertz, allowing
these licensees the ability to communicate locally and most often within
North America. It also allows for some limited privileges on the HF (also
called "short wave") bands used for international communications. If you are
interested, sign up now on the Squadron website or email me at Roger
Runnels @ uspssrtohouston@gmail.com. Last year our ham radio class
had three Squadron members become ham radio operators: Scott, Wolf and
Susie.
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Abandoned Crab Trap Removal
By Lt/C Marie Vu
The Squadron participated with the Galveston Bay Foundation and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD) to remove
abandoned crab traps from Galveston Bay. We all gathered on Saturday morning, the 27th of February, at the Stingaree Marina
and Restaurant down on Bolivar (TX). A huge “thank you” goes out to Corey and Jeanette Bloom for bringing their really large
boat, and to Scott McDonald for bringing his boat! Attending the event were Corey and Jeanette, Scott, Susie Becvar, Steve
Sheward (with wonderful drone footage), Monica, Alan, Olivia and Claire Cross, and of course, yours truly (Marie). All total we
collected, ready for it, one crab trap! That means others were very successful or trappers removed their cages before the Stateimposed time. This is the second year the Squadron has done the event and it is a rousing success. Of course, dining at the
restaurant afterwards was great! Good weather and good friends all for a good conservation project!

The USPS Educational Fund’s “Grant Project ‐2021
By Lt Steve Sheward, S

In an effort to lend a helping hand to Squadrons suffering from the
malaise of 2020, the Education Fund has offered 20 copies of
ABC3 to Squadrons of USPS®, free of cost, shipping, and handling
expenses!

UPDATE – The Houston Squadron has our 20 copies of the ABC3
book! National anticipates this project will stimulate our Squadron
to teach additional ABC3 courses, that it will give our Treasury a
boost, and that it enables us to sign up new members.
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Excellence in Education
By P/C By P/C Chris Leavitt, JN
I have been notified by the National Educational Officer that I am to receive one of the three Charles F. Chapman Awards for
Excellence in Teaching to be given out at the National meeting in February 2020. From the National website, an explanation of
this award is as follows:
“The Charles F. Chapman Award for Excellence in Teaching is an annual award program that provides Squadron,
District, and National recognition to outstanding individual instructors. At the National level, the Chapman Award is the
highest recognition and honor that USPS can give to the three instructors who are selected as the “best of our best”
each year.”
Frankly, I hoped that National would come to their senses and admit it was a big mistake, but no such luck. I am not sure I
deserve it, but if I do, it is because of the Houston Sail and Power Squadron. Here in Houston, we are different – I mean that in
a good way. We teach an awful lot of classes. There are three parts to the America’s Boating Club – Education to Boaters,
Service to Boaters, and great parties. This is what we do. We probably teach as much as the rest of D/21 put together. People
come to our classes from all over the country – via online meeting tools. I don’t mean that they fly in from Idaho or Alaska.
Where I am going is that Bob Stevenson, Alan Cross, Scott McDonald, Clare McDonald, Robert Campbell, and a host of
others have set a good example and a high teaching standard. It’s not easy being as good as these people.
If I have any special skill, it’s the ability to sleep on it. No kidding. For around 40 years, I was a COBOL programmer. If you get
frustrated with your computer not doing what you wanted it to do, think about being the guy who writes the code to make it do
the stuff you want to do, and write it within the ability of code, timeframe of the project, and testing schedule. Also, when
someone else puts something in production and it didn’t work, not only do you need to know what it was supposed to do, but
you need to know what it is doing and where that went astray. I cannot count the number of times I have looked at what a
machine was doing and say to myself – it can’t do that, or why is it doing that, or what is it doing? So, I learned to stop
somewhere between 7 pm and midnight, and go to bed. The next morning, my sleeping brain would show me where to look to
see the problem and how to fix it ready for me. Not always, but enough that I now listen to those ideas early in the morning.
That’s how the Squadron started a focus teaching Adult Sea Scout Leaders boating skills with programs like Sea School and a
Sail Class of 35 students in 2010. Twice we applied for a grant from TPWD to fund the development of our Kayak Program.
And then there is the “Conversations with Chris” – where I get to talk about some aspect of boating. I would like to be on record
as saying Alan Cross picked the name. We don’t do anything like Sea School anymore. Funny note about Sea School – I was
talking to two women Sea Scout Leaders who chose not to attend the program. I asked them was it too expensive, not
interesting, what? The more outspoken said, “I’d like to meet the dumb a>> who scheduled this program the first day of deer
season!” Woops! Not everything worked out. We don’t do Sea School anymore, and we didn’t get the grant – either time, but
sometimes this stuff works.
The point of all this is, we have outstanding educational leaders in the Squadron who set a very high bar for quality boating
education and are willing to do new stuff, and we have a crowd of good, experienced boaters who work to meet that standard
and do new interesting stuff. Such as teaching classes via distance learning. If you look at our Squadron Educational program,
you see a group effort. While “Conversations with Chris” was written by me, Alan Cross did all the advertisement. People
logged on to watch, listen, and often laugh because our Squadron SEO told them it was there. Content is important, but without
advertisement, it’s a lost cause. And that is one example of many.
If you go to Home Port and look on the wall at the list of outstanding boating educators in our Squadron, then count the number
of D/21 Educational Awards, National Awards, Awards from the Coast Guard that come to Houston, you develop a sense of just
how much work we really do. Folks, these awards, received over the years, are the result of a long-term team effort to make our
educational program effective so that we can save lives on the water. It’s what we do here in Houston.
Finally, you don’t need to think in a weird way to come up w/ good ideas. You do need to take action and bring them to the Eboard and or Alan Cross. And yes, you will likely need to put some effort into making them happen.
I am really glad to be a part of ABC Houston.
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Bay Neigh Articles
If you have a story or
experience that would be of
interest to our members,
please E-Mail pictures and
stories to Jana Wesson at
beakboatgirl@me.com

January-April Birthdays
Dahna S. Brinkley
Lisa Guenthert
Wolf Guenthert
Sean C. Sheward
Raymond L. Brisson
Alan W. Cross
James E. Smith
William E. Blan
Leronne Charles
Mark E. Taylor
Michele K. Sims
Phoebe G. Sheward
Corey Bloom Jr.
Judy Smith
Umberto A. La Matta
Peter H. Hames
Monica K. Cross
Ciara Bloom
Dalton W. Becvar
William S. Haddock Jr.
Thomas J. Atkinson
Elizabeth A. Atkinson
Drew Taylor
Mary Roland
Roger H. Runnels
Annie Runnels
Edward F. Nagel
Dan S. Lingo
Zachary A. Cross
Joey V. McDonald
Christopher J. Leavitt
Brandon Charles
Kristina L. Pierce
Scott H. Cromack
Kenneth D. Williams
Vladimir I. Hidrovo Alban
William H. Mize Jr.
Ben An
Katarina Roberts
M. Katherine Fegan
Stephanie Shipp
John S. Hardegree

1/1
1/1
1/1
1/1
1/11
1/18
1/19
1/21
1/24
1/27
1/31
2/1
2/6
2/7
2/8
2/9
2/14
2/15
2/16
2/16
2/18
2/21
2/27
3/1
3/2
3/8
3/12
3/14
3/15
3/19
3/26
3/27
3/28
4/6
4/6
4/16
4/16
4/21
4/23
4/24
4/28
4/29

Home Port Renovation Fund Drive is Starting
P/Lt/C John L. Glaeser, SN
Unfortunately, Home Port had some problems following winter storm Uri. A
pipe burst in the kitchen, the cabinets and counter tops were ruined, and
flooring was damaged. In addition, frankly, we have not kept up with the
deterioration of the interior. The chief things needing refurbishment include
the lights and ceiling tiles. Thanks to the work of volunteers, especially
Scott McDonald, the whole Alan Cross family, the Guentherts, Bob
Stevenson, Roger Runnels, and more, the pipe was quickly fixed, the
cabinets and flooring removed, and work begun on the lighting and ceiling
tiles.
Houston is recognized as a great Squadron, and one reason for our success
is having a Home Port to conduct our business. Can you imagine how
difficult it would be to conduct our programs without Home Port? We are
fixing the problems with Home Port, but necessary expenditures (primarily
for materials since we are having a lot of donated labor) is drawing down
financial reserves that we should have for our next emergency. So, we will
in the very near future start up a fundraising campaign to rebuild our
reserves. Our goal is $6,500.00. We welcome donations from people who
have the ability to make significant donations, but we will have success only
if everyone chips in what they can. You will soon receive instructions on
how to make donations. Please, everyone give what you can even if it is
only a little. It will insure that we stay a great Squadron.

Amazon Smile Gives Back to America’s Boating Club Houston
Are you going to buy something from Amazon? Don’t go to amazon.com.
Go to https://smile.amazon.com so that a percentage of your purchase will
be donated to America’s Boating Club Houston.

