
 
 

No. 2 August 2021 Vol. LXXIV 

Poop Sheet August 2021 
 

August 4 
Board of Directors Meeting – Teleconference 

August 7 
America’s Boating Course – Home Port 

August 8-15 
South Padre Island Adventure 

August 11 
HSPS General Meeting – “Ordinary Week” – 

Teleconference 
August 21 

Kayaking Level 1 – Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve 
August 24 

Conversations with Chris – Zoom 
September 1 

Board of Directors Meeting – Teleconference 
September 4 

America’s Boating Course – Home Port 
September 7 

Conversations with Chris – Zoom 
September 8 

HSPS General Meeting –Teleconference 
September 12 

Cooperative Charting 
September 14 

Conversations with Chris – Zoom 
September 18 

Adopt-A-Beach – Morgan’s Point 
Kayaking Level 1 – Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve 

September 25 
Marsh Mania – Location TBD 

Fire, Flares and Fun – Sea Star Base 
Galveston 

Watch your email for event announcements! 
 

Home Port Renovation Update 
By P/Lt/C John L. Glaeser, SN 

The end is in sight thanks to the generous donations of individuals, Squadrons and 
District 21.  The heavily damaged kitchen area is repaired and awaiting the final 
painting and installation of a cabinet.  The slightly damaged Library area and 
hallway are completed.  Thanks to your generosity, the front entrance training room 
is now a welcoming area for meetings, education and greeting; the main training 
room (downstairs) is completely reworked with superior lighting.  Our final tasks are 
to redo the restrooms and complete the floor covering.  

The Houston Squadron members are thankful to everyone who donated and all 
those who offered “best wishes” and kept us in their mind.  The Squadron does 
good work at Home Port, and it will continue unabated.  In a short while, there will 
be a weekend-long open house for those who want to come and see the 
improvements! 
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COMMANDER'S CORNER 

 
August 2021 Bay Neigh 
Cdr Amy L. Taylor, S 

 
Welcome to the summertime heat of Houston!  This is a great time to get out on the 
water and enjoy a breeze.  Whether sailing, paddling, or motoring, we live in a great 
place to enjoy it all.  The downside is that we are in hurricane season.  I encourage 
you all to watch the forecasts and be safe. 

Let’s talk about getting involved in the Squadron.  We have a lot of members!  
Currently we have 171 members, which is a huge number!  The problem is, we don’t 
see nearly that many people at our meetings or events.  We tend to have a great time 
when we get together, so it’s just a shame that some of these members are missing 
out.  If you are one of these people, check out our Squadron website and calendar.  
Join us on a virtual meeting and say hi.  Or come to a class or seminar (there is 
always something to learn…or teach!).  Come to a Geodetic Survey Marker excursion 
or an on-the-water Cooperative Charting adventure.  If there is something you want to 
do that we don’t have scheduled, let us know!  We are pretty good at making things 
happen. 

We also have a need to get more folks involved in running the Squadron.  Big things 
or little things.  Whatever your time or talents, we can always use a little extra help! 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has made a contribution to the remodeling 
efforts at homeport.  P/Lt/C John Glaeser, SN did an outstanding job heading up the 
fundraising effort!  We were able to quickly raise the needed funds.  The remodeling is 
well under way thanks to the volunteers who have spent many days tearing out 
damaged cabinets and flooring, painting, picking out colors, cleaning, and so much 
more.  It is coming along and looking fabulous!  I am looking forward to being able to 
see many of our 171 members when the remodel is done and we are able to have an 
open house celebration! 
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PRAYER 

Almighty God and father of us all, we 
commend to Thy eternal care those who 
labor in the United States Power 
Squadrons.   

Help us to see the good in every man, to 
use the talents of each and to offer our 
own service, that we may carry our 
personal share of the responsibilities set 
before us.   

Mercifully grant that in seeking what is 
just and equal and caring for the needs 
of others we may live and work together 
in unity and love.   

We ask these things in Thy name, O 
Lord.  Amen 
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Education Department  
The Houston Squadron is doing great in the realm of education for our members and the general public.  Before we get into 
some interesting details, thanks go out to 1st/Lt Steve Sheward, S for remaining on board as the Assistant Squadron Education 
Officer and maintaining the Squadron website (https://americasboatingclubhouston.org/) to keep everyone abreast of our 
educational offerings.  Another thank you to Lt Steve Smallwood for his time and efforts in keeping a much larger audience (in 
the thousands) informed of Squadron educational activities.  Last, and never least, the thank you to every instructor and helper 
who have given a plethora of seminars, courses, and lent a hand in other education-based activities.  The Houston Squadron is 
blessed with so many qualified, talented, enthusiastic and exciting instructors. 

A Picture Worth that Thousand Words   
This diagram illustrates how many folks we have touched in our educational offerings.  Not every person paid for an event.  The 
Conversations with Chris, the Leadership and some of the Other are free to attendees.  The ongoing story is:  We have touched 
318 persons this year with our offerings.  This is excellent news. 

 

 

 

The challenge is to keep the momentum going, and here is where you, the reader and member can help. 

• Take just one class by the end of the year. 
• Consider a seminar by the end of the year. 
• Get a friend or family member to do the same. 
• Encourage a friend or fellow boater to join the Squadron and learn! 

A gentle reminder – if anyone wants a course or a seminar that is not yet listed – simply ask for it!  Another reminder – if there is 
a small group who wants education in a subject, and it’s better for us to come to your location – we will!! 

(Continued on Page 4) 

 

 

 

 

 
Focus on Boating Education 

Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP 
281-451-1146 

uspsseohouston@gmail.com 
 

 
Together, we make  

boating better 
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Focus on Boating Education 
(Continued from Page 3) 

ABC3 Boater Safety Updates 
The in-person boater safety program is taking off for 2021!    The Squadron has conducted five in-person courses beginning in 
early January.  Our average class size is 8 persons; but that number is skewed because we’ve had several classes with 12 and 
15 persons (our last class would have had 12 persons, but the storm and flooding kept about ½ of them away)!  Tell your friends 
and neighbors about the course.  Of real value about all this is both the TPWD and our website are generating interest and 
notice!  Our website is generating a growing stream of participants.  Kudos to all the ABC3 instructors for making our Squadron 
the best in the District for Boater Safety!  Starting this month, we are again reaching back out to the large boat vendors who’ve 
expressed an interest in the education and program.  If you have a neighborhood or marina that is interested, we do offer some 
financial incentives for a large crowd. 

 

 
 

Contact.   To contact me, best way is uspsseohouston@gmail.com or call me on the cell at 281-451-1146.  

 

How Does This Education Thing Work? 
By Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP 

For more than 114 years, the US Power Squadrons have provided boaters with unsurpassed education on the water and in the 
classroom.  Our educational opportunities go beyond the basics.  Our advanced navigation is renowned.  Our courses and 
seminars are there to help you and your family be the best recreational boaters you can be. 

Our students don’t just walk in and say, “I want to learn.”  Well, OK, they do for the boater safety course and the kayaking 
course!  When we have a student, we have an opportunity.  Our opportunity is for a new member, a new friend, a new boating 
comrade, and someone we can speak with about their maritime educational needs and goals.  This brings me to the crux of the 
matter – we offer a lot, and sifting through what we offer can be daunting, if not a challenge. 

Every time we meet someone new, we let them know there is more, that there is a plan for educational development, and there 
is a “right path” for them to take.  Depending on their wants and needs, their boating experiences, where they boat, and the type 
of boating they are doing (or planning to do) sets their course of study.  One could say that all the courses, seminars, and 
hands-on experiences for the Inland Boat Operator Certification would be a great start.  Wait, I have said that! 

Each and every current member can be an advocate for continuing education with the Houston Squadron.  Our Bridge and our 
Instructional staff are well-versed, talented, and experienced at delivering a quality maritime education.  As you read this, 
remember, there is someone else in your family, your circle of friends, and your boating community that can have as much fun 
learning as you do!  Invite them in. 
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For Consideration 
By Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP 

The Education Department is considering a home-built program constructed from available seminars, classes, and on-the-water 
activities.  This program would be a 2½ day long event where focused adults and young adults can dive deep into basic boating 
and have a lot of FUN.  Here are two ideas; similar audiences, and we can do both at the same time. 

You can take the Boater Safety course, do an on-the-water power boat training, and have several seminars and roundtables 
about boating safety and “things you really need to know”, a short first aid class, and fellowship. 

The other side would be to take the “Boat Handling” course (must already have a boater license), do an on-the-water power boat 
training, and have several seminars and roundtables about boating safety and “things you really need to know”, a short first aid 
class, and fellowship. 

Consider this a “crash course” in boating designed for beginning boaters, or those wanting to brush up on knowledge and skills, 
and for young adults to start on the better path to being a great recreational boater.  Members will be receiving additional 
communication about this program under consideration.  Yes, costs will be minimized to ensure everyone can come, relax, 
study, get on-the-water, and have fun. 

 

Marine Communication Systems 
By P/C Bill Haddock, AP 

This class covers the Marine Communication Systems course.  This course explains the various shipboard communications 
systems from VHF to Single Sideband and satellite, the services associated with each.  You will learn how to select, install, 
operate and troubleshoot your communication gear.  Learn from experienced instructors in an interactive classroom environment.  It 
will be taught every Thursday night, on the listed schedule.  The first dates are instruction, followed by an overall review, and 
finally the exam.  If you cannot make it to one or more of the instruction dates, you should be okay.  Please plan on attending 
the review and exam dates, as they must be done in person.  Want to know more?  See information on the Squadron website at 
https://americasboatingclubhouston.org/club-events/marine-communication-systems-3/ or give me a phone call at 713-865-6992. 

 

The Cruising and Cruise Planning Course 
By 1st/Lt Stephen C. Sheward, S 

This is a great “first course” to take.  This class is predominantly done as a teleconference.  There is something very special 
about the thrill of cruising in new waters and the sense of accomplishment upon completing an extended cruise.  To go beyond 
what most boaters do on a weekend overnight or even a week or so marina hopping requires boaters to leave their normal 
cruising areas and comfort zones.  The Cruising and Cruise Planning course focuses on the planning and preparation necessary 
for safe enjoyable extended cruises on both inland and coastal waters and is designed for members who cruise on either a sail 
or powerboat (owned or chartered).  Want to know more?  See information on the Squadron website at 
https://americasboatingclubhouston.org/club-events/cruising-and-cruise-planning/ or contact me online (steve@sheward.com) or 
give me a call (832 512-9582). 

 

Amateur Radio News 
By Roger H Runnels, Radio Technical Officer 

First, I am starting a Ham Radio Club Committee for our Houston Squadron. I am looking suggestions for our Club Name.  It has 
to be related to our Squadron.  

Second, the General Class Amateur Radio license test and exam will be given at Home Port.  Should happen this fall and 
details and schedule will be published soon. 

Third, I have already been looking where to mount a antenna at Home Port for a VHF and UHF operating. Also, where to set up 
the radio for operation for our Ham Radio folks.  I am also finding radios for use at Home Port.  

We are officially started on this journey.  Thank you for input and help.  

Contact me at: rogerhr@swbell.net or uspssrtohouston@gmail.com 
Cell: 713-254-6615 (Leave me a message if I do not answer. I will return your call.) 
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Trip to St. Thomas 
By Lt Lisa Guenthert, S 

Wolf and I recently took a 12-day trip to the US Virgin Islands.  We spent most of that time living on a sailboat and cruising 
around the island of St. Thomas – It was a blast!    

Over the past few years, we have been learning to sail, taking boating classes (thank you America’s Boating Club Houston), and 
watching lots of YouTube sailing videos.  Our plan (fingers crossed) is to buy a boat, retire and go cruising. So, we’ve been 
reading about sailboat designs, making lists of what we want and don’t want in a boat, obsessively scrolling through YachtWorld, 
and touring as many boats as we possibly could.   

Eventually, we’ve narrowed our search down to a handful of sailboats in our price range – top of the list is an Amel Super 
Maramu.  Almost 500 of these boats were built in France between 1989 and 2005.  An interesting thing is that although this is an 
oldish boat, there is a great support group out there consisting of people literally all over the world, including one very cool guy in 
Galveston!  It was through this support person in Galveston that we learned about an Amel Orientation Cruise, and Wolf 
immediately signed us up.   

Although COVID delayed the trip, we finally made it this past March.  So, the purpose of our very fun trip to St. Thomas was to 
get a taste of the cruising life and to learn how to sail and maintain an Amel Super Maramu sailboat.  We spent 8 days aboard 
with a very knowledgeable sailor (and accordion player).  We learned a great deal from him and had a great time doing it.  There 
was good wind every day, mostly around 15 knots.  A first for us was a night sail – only for about 1 hour, but it was exciting!  We 
sometimes looked amateurishly stupid (like multiple attempts at picking up a mooring line in high winds, forgetting to lift the swim 
ladder under way, etc., etc., etc.), but nothing got damaged, no one got hurt, and we learned with each mistake.  We sailed each 
day and anchored or moored each night.  We swam, snorkeled, hiked, ate, drank, sang songs (off key) and didn’t want to leave.   
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I Just Want to be Ordinary 
By P/C Chris Leavitt, SN-CN 

Over the space of a week in July 2021, America’s Boating Club – Houston provided an adventure for its Apprentice and Sea 
Scout members.  In a week of intensive training, the youth received training in OT-in-3, ABC3, leadership, safety, practical deck 
seamanship, marlinspike seamanship, anchoring, Rules of the Road, piloting, marine environmental issues, weather, and close-
order drill.  There are roughly 58 advancement requirements for the rank of Ordinary Sea Scout, and 44 of them were taught at 
the event. A high point of the program occurred on Tuesday during the ABC3 course, when used, but very serviceable PFDs 
which had been donated to the Houston Squadron by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department were given to the youth who did not 
have one.  At the end of the week, there was a low-stress Pizza Party for everyone, allowing the youth a fellowship opportunity. 
As the event was organized over a very short two-week period, the best name available was “I just want to be Ordinary week” or 
Ordinary Week for short.   

Ordinary Week came about at the request of a Sea Scout leader, Dana McKeon from Ship 24, the oldest ship in the nation; she 
had attended a “Conversation with Chris – Maritime History” Zoom call, and after the Conversation, asked if there was any way 
to do something in person. After consultation with Sea Scout Leaders and Squadron Bridge members, it was the collective 
opinion that the group who needed an event like this were those new to Scouting and just starting the technical side of boating.  
COVID-19, masking, and distance learning made it difficult for them to get a handle on advancement, and the rank of Ordinary 
Sea Scout is, quite possibly, the hardest rank to earn in all of Scouting.  It is the introduction to all of the boating jargon, skills, 
attitudes, and much more; it separates a landsman from a seaman. A youth who has made Ordinary thinks of him/herself as a 
seaman or boater.     

In retrospect, Ordinary Week was probably a good idea, as about two-thirds of the youth members of the Squadron are Sea 
Scouts.  The Squadron has a place in the general boating education of all youth in recreational boating and in the specific 
education of Sea Scouts.  BSA has described, in several publications, the use of consultants in the older youth (ages 14 to 21) 
programs; so that a leader in these programs can bring to their program a person, a consultant, having specific skills and deep 
knowledge of use to the youth.  And that is a good description of Americas Boating Club – specific skills and deep knowledge. 

Once the Squadron determined that we could help our youth members by conducting an intensive training week, it was easy to 
develop a training plan, find instructors, and organize locations and lunches.  It turned out that the event had to be conducted at 
the Houston Squadron facility on Monday and Wednesday and at the Ship 24 Scout Hut on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.  
Lunches were interesting.  Teenagers like chili dogs and pizza.   

Five members of the Squadron provided their knowledge and skills to help these young people on.  

• Cdr Amy Taylor, S and Able Sea Scout Georgie Hightower organized and delivered the Individual Leadership program on 
Wednesday afternoon.  There were exercises on team building, communication, and planning.  Yes, it reinforced lessons 
taught in the OT-in-3 segments.  The communication part was particularly interesting.  Amy and Georgie divided the group 
into three teams, each team had a visualizer/communicator who could see the Lego figure, report back to the development 
group, but could not touch any Lego parts.  The rest of each team could actually touch and build their copy of the Lego 
figure.  As you might imagine, it was also an exercise in frustration control too.  But of course, that’s part of leadership! 

• Lt/C Scott McDonald, SN-ACN taught the morning session of the America’s Boating Course on Tuesday and on 
Wednesday morning, Marlinspike Seamanship, and provided the flag hoist for the lesson on how to raise the American 
Flag.  Marlinspike Seamanship deals with rope and is much more than how to tie knots.  Different materials used in 
ropemaking, working strength vs, breaking strength and how they are calculated, why splices are stronger than knots, and 
how much a knot decreased the strength of a rope – all are topics in this segment. 

• Lt/C Alan Cross, AP organized the marketing and administration of the event, taught Weather, OT-in-3, and organized the 
most important part of the educational process – games. Everyone learns better if the lesson is fun, and Alan knows how to 
have fun.  The demonstrations of the Rules of the Road were practical and effective, but above all – fun to watch.  Alan also 
conducted the round table discussion by the youth on where do we go from here.      

• D/Lt Chris Leavitt, SN-CN inspired the event, taught several segments including Piloting and Safety.  The best part for the 
youth was playing the game of Emergency Drills – Abandon Ship, Man Overboard, and Fire.  As the youth were familiar 
with role playing games, they had fun and learned about how to run an Emergency Drill.   

• Roger Runnels, the Squadron Radio Technical Chair, who teaches the class leading to becoming a ham radio operator, 
was quite comfortable teaching the segment of Safety relating to radio operations and procedures.  
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I Just Want to be Ordinary 
(Continued from Page 7) 

Ordinary Week was a flyer, a different kind of program from our usual educational activities.  The Squadron had never done 
anything like it before, but if we have learned anything in the last 18 months, new and innovative activities bring unexpected and 
unplanned results.  Before Ordinary Week, all of our youth were isolated.  They were members of their Sea Scout units, their 
GSA Mariner Troops, or not connected at all.  As a result of spending a week learning leadership, boating, and the rest, they 
had a sense of connection to the Squadron.  This provides a platform for future development and growth - in the Squadron.  As 
a group they indicated a desire for a Halloween party, an opportunity to do conservation projects, to participate in the Squadrons 
Fires, Flares, and Fun program – a special program about pyrotechnics, and to learn how to kayak safely. If they came for the 
education, maybe they will stay for the friends.   
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Kayaking Level 1 Course at Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve 
Photos By Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP 

The Squadron held a short, one-day course to introduce the fun of paddlesports in a kayak.  The course covered the basic skills 
of kayaking on flat, calm water, from entering the kayak to exiting the kayak and all the paddling in-between; including skills such 
as lifting and carrying, launching, paddling techniques, turning, steering, and landing.  Yes, it was a lot of fun! 
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Texas Parks & Wildlife Department "Ice Cream Social" at Sea Star Base Galveston 
By P/Lt/C Robert Stevenson, JN 

In addition to ice cream, awards and gifts of various kinds were presented to a bunch of volunteers and to Mary Carrier of 
TPWD. Mary organized the event, as she has been doing for over 7 years. Mary's award was from the management of Sea Star 
Base Galveston, where many events have been held.  I received an award recognizing 7 years of service to TPWD as instructor 
and Area Chief (teaching other instructors how to present ABC3 and meet TPWD requirements). HSPS member and past 
Squadron Educational Officer Robert Campbell also received an award thanking him for support from Captain Roy's Captains 
School & Marine Training, which he now owns. 

       

 

West Marine "Safe Boating Week" Event 
Photos By Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP 

The Squadron held an event at West Marine for Safe Boating Week, featuring USPS’s boating simulator. 
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America’s Boating Club – Houston  
6910 Bellaire Blvd #15 
Houston, Texas 77074  

 
Bay Neigh Articles 

 
If you have a story or 
experience that would be of 
interest to our members, 
please E-Mail pictures and 
stories to Jana Wesson at 
beakboatgirl@me.com 
 
 

May-August Birthdays 
Linda S. Blan 5/2 
Ly Nguyen 5/4 
Cameron Bloom 5/6 
Walter P. Nass Jr. 5/6 
Morgan L. Santarlasci 5/6 
Jonathon R. Cross 5/7 
Thomas M. Derden 5/8 
Martha G. Fields 5/8 
Kenneth S. Albano 5/10 
Fiona B. McDonald 5/10 
Dylan Taylor 5/10 
Janice D. Hidrovo 5/15 
Jennifer M. Cross 5/16 
Savannah X.W.A. Cushman 5/19 
John L. Glaeser 5/21 
Trey A. Sheward 5/21 
Samuel Munroe 5/22 
Stephen C. Sheward 5/25 
Randolph H. Pike 5/26 
Mario A. Martinez 5/27 
Patricia M. Sheward 6/1 
Ashley N. Robinson 6/2 
Catherine M. Leavitt 6/5 
William J. Kehres 6/19 
Kelly Cromack 6/25 
JoLee P. Haddock 6/26 
Madeleine H. Cushman 6/28 
Jennifer Canup 7/5 
Robert L. Smallwood 7/10 
Trey Gilbert 7/11 
Richard W. Lipham 7/12 
Matthew D. Heath 7/13 
Colby Bloom 7/14 
Jennifer D. Hardegree 7/16 
Samuel P. Salazar 7/20 
Soledad L. Salazar 7/20 
Nicholas Hidrovo 7/21 
Lynda Vu 7/27 
Marie T. Vu 7/27 
Robert J. Robbins 7/31 
Robert Elberger 8/1 
Richard L. Grimes 8/6 
Regina J. Stevens 8/6 
R. Craig Shipp 8/8 
Vladimir A. Hidrovo 8/9 
William M. Stevens Jr. 8/9 
Alejandra F. Hidrovo 8/10 
Merton M. Osborne 8/13 
Diana Vu 8/13 
Deborah K. Campbell 8/14 
Evangeline An 8/15 
Joanne L. Kula 8/16 
Amy L. Taylor 8/16 
Mary M. Derden 8/17 
Jeanette Mitchell 8/18 
Sabrina Gilbert 8/19 
Harry Rafael S. Abilla 8/22 
Al Meyer 8/22 
Gregory L. Dejarnett 8/30 
Susan G. St.Cyr 8/30 

 

     
    

       
      

Adopt-A-Beach - Morgan's Point Site 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 

By Lt/C Kristina L. Pierce 

The Houston Squadron of America’s Boating Club will be part of the 
statewide effort to clean Texas beaches at the Texas General Land Office's 
Fall Adopt-A-Beach Cleanup event.   Galveston Bay Foundation, in 
partnership with Port Houston, is hosting a cleanup site at Morgan's Point 
from 9am to 1pm.   Come help clean the Galveston Bay shoreline and enjoy 
lunch and opportunities to win prizes after!   This event takes place during 
National Estuaries Week, a celebration of estuaries like Galveston Bay.   

The Houston Squadron will have a sign up list started very soon so we can 
participate.  Check our calendar to see more details and information and to 
sign up.  This is a great family activity and contributes to the Squadrons 
efforts in being great stewards of our recreational boating areas!  If you 
want more information, please contact me, Lt/C Kristina L. Pierce via email 
at kristipierce12@gmail.com or call me at (832) 392-1946. 

 

Amazon Smile Gives Back to America’s Boating Club Houston 

Are you going to buy something from Amazon? Don’t go to amazon.com. 
Go to https://smile.amazon.com so that a percentage of your purchase will 
be donated to America’s Boating Club Houston. 

 

 
 
 

mailto:kristipierce12@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/
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