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Poop Sheet October 2021 
 

October 2 
America’s Boating Course – Home Port 

October 6 
Board of Directors Meeting – Teleconference 

October 9 
Geodetic Markers Day – Galveston 

Fires, Flares, and Fun – Sea Star Base 
Galveston 

October 9-10 
Texas River Festival – Hidalgo Falls 

October 16 
Kayaking Level 1 – Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve 

October 31 
Happy Halloween! 

November 3 
Board of Directors Meeting – Teleconference 

November 6 
America’s Boating Course – Home Port 

November 25 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

Watch your email for event announcements! 

 

West Marine Rigging Event 
By Lt/C Marie Vu, P 

West Marine Rigging Services (Kemah) hosted the Houston Squadron where we 
got to see-and-learn about 3-Strand, Double-Braid, Dyneema, and Hi-Tech splices, 
as well as Rope-to-Chain (anchor rode) from the Master Riggers.  We gathered at 
the West Marine Kemah location on Saturday afternoon, September 25th and promptly 
at 1300 we had our introduction to professional rigging.  The West Marine Rigging 
Shop is only one of several professional and certified rigging services in the Gulf Coast 
area.  The event lasted about an hour-and-a-half, and then everyone spent some 
time to shop the store, see the newest in electronics and other “things a boater needs”! 

After the event at West Marine, almost everyone went to the South Shore Grille for 
a late lunch/early dinner, and we continued our conversation and education!  The 
master rigger at West Marine (Kemah) is Mr. Franklin Viola, also the Manager of West 
Marine Rigging Services.  Franklin’s history and background is impressive, starting 
with his education at Texas A&M Galveston and degree in Marine Engineering, to 
service in the Merchant Marine service as a Captain, his work as a Master Diver 
with exceptional skills and qualifications, to his work as an internationally recognized 
and credited underwater photographer and videographer with National Geographic, 
and his work with marine researchers.  Franklin’s demonstration of how to work 
with “normal” rope and the exotic lines was extraordinarily useful and entertaining. 

The demonstration of why you use a lot of chain on your anchor line was 
enlightening.  A simple demonstration showed why you use chain on your anchor 
rode at least the length of your boat.  Of great interest to the Squadron attendees 
were the qualities of rope that can replace chain, the lines and stays on your sailing 
vessel, and more. 
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COMMANDER'S CORNER 

 
October 2021 Bay Neigh 
Cdr Amy L. Taylor, S 

 
Ahoy!  We are heading into the final months of the year, and the holidays are just 
around the corner.  It is amazing how fast time goes.  I have been spending some time 
in reflection on how this year has gone with our Squadron.  There have been ups and 
downs, but I think there have been a whole lot more ups than downs!  We have an 
amazing group of volunteers who continue to make our Squadron really outstanding.  
We continue to grow, both with our membership and with our programs.  We reach our 
community through education and community service.  We support each other through 
kind words, generosity, and helping hands.   

These may seem like simple things, but in these times, we are seeing more and more 
Squadrons fold, both locally and nationally.  Some have been around for quite some 
time, and it’s very sad to see the loss of history and the loss of opportunity. With that in 
mind, I am incredibly grateful for what we have and what we can offer in the Houston 
Squadron! 

It would be wonderful if you all could take just a moment and reflect, as well.  What 
can we do to continue our growth?  How can we finish this year as strong as possible?  
And of course, what do you see for making next year even better?  I invite you all to 
bring your ideas and suggestions to the Bridge and to the General Meetings that we 
hold every 2nd Wednesday of the month! 

I look forward to seeing you all soon! 

 

Boating is Serious Fun 

Boat Live 365 is a movement to empower recreational boating advocates to create a 
safe boating culture 365 days a year.  The goal of Boat Live 365 is to curate and 
create a collection of educational materials and resources for recreational boating 
advocates.  They are here to help make communities, families and friends safer on the 
water.  All year long, boating is serious fun.  When we all recognize that, together we 
can make a difference, 365 days a year.  You can find this resource online at 
https://boatlive365.org/.  

 

Set a Course for Better Boating 

The go-to boating resource for both new and experienced boaters, America’s Boating 
Compass features articles, videos, practical tips and advice to help you have more fun 
on the water and boat with confidence.  Everyone is eligible to subscribe to the 
monthly e-newsletter and become a better boater today!  The articles and videos are 
current and illustrate the best in current equipment and techniques.  Subscribe to the 
monthly e-newsletter and become a better boater today!  You can find this resource 
online at https://boatingcompass.org/. 
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PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, as the boating season 
draws to a close in many parts of the 
country and we settle down to resume 
our educational program, we ask Your 
Blessing on this, the primary reason for 
the existence of the United States Power 
Squadrons. 

In the interest of greater boating safety, 
we would like to reach the largest 
possible audience: if our educational 
efforts are to be effective, we need 
experienced and devoted instructors who 
will be generous with their time. 

Grant us both of these, O Lord, and may 
Your Blessing be on us and our work. 

Amen 
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Education in the Squadron: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow 

Education – Bring Out the Best in Everyone 

A more “normal” approach to education in a Squadron includes offerings like a basic boater safety course, seamanship and a few 
navigation-based courses, some electives to cover some aspects of recreational boating, and perhaps an on-the-water training. 

Abnormal – or a New Normal? 
The Houston Squadron is defining the new normal (abnormal for the rest of the world!).  We offer basic boater safety courses for 
everyone – recreational boaters are the predominate slice, but we’ve also been offering boater safety courses for paddlesports 
enthusiasts and commercial operations.  Our seamanship and navigation-based courses have been focused to be suitable for specific 
recreational boating needs, and our electives managed to cover aspects of recreational boating meaningful to the student.  Looking 
about, one would see that these focused studies are based on the vision and goals of the Boat Operator Certification program. 

Beyond the New Normal… 
There is more a Squadron could do, and the Houston Squadron is going to push some limits and expand to where we should go.  
We are offering extended educational opportunities to expand and enhance a recreational boater’s experience by going back to 
the National model of combining skills and activities.  Our Squadron commitment to conservation and environment (along with 
our great human resources in our Squadron) allows us to grow as a Community Partner member of the Leave No Trace Center 
for Outdoor Ethics (we’ll be the first and only Squadron in the United States so affiliated).  There are so many things useful for a 
recreational boater that our Squadron will offer, such as our first-aid courses, offering a 16-hour wilderness first-aid course, and 
opening up the library for real use.  With a modest increase in the number of instructors in the Squadron, we will be able to: 

1. Increase the number of ABC3 Boater Safety Courses offered 
2. Expand our boater safety instruction capabilities by having both USPS and TPWD certified instructors 
3. Grow our Kayaking offerings by 10% or 2 additional classes 
4. Add additional Kayaking instructors and begin offering Level II instruction opportunities and solidify our position with Texas 

Parks & Wildlife Department 
5. Offer conservation- and environment-based field trips with our partners 
6. Offer amateur radio (ham) courses twice a year 
7. Expand our first-aid courses for the cruising members 
8. Start with quarterly roundtables (in-person and teleconference, informal meeting) around specific topics for a friendly 

exchange of ideas (i.e., cruising, foreign ports, etc.) 
9. Rewrite programs for Leadership development and deliver them as a quarterly blast and offer OT-in-3 twice a year 
10. Push out a course of study specific to youth education and development in recreational boating and maritime studies 
11. Expand our footprint for Vessel Safety Examiner 
12. Continue our Conservations with Chris and expand the offerings outside the current audience 
13. Push out our education opportunities to other areas close to our Home Port 
14. Look at hosting long-weekend or a full week of education for young adults and adult members 

And One More Thing… 
The SEO is going to ask for your help with the Education Department and offerings by completing a full assessment of our 
capabilities – with our educators, our education materials, our assets – and work with our internal marketing team to expand 
where we need to expand and change where we need to change. 

The Shortest Version… 
The Houston Squadron will set the best example ever for education, and we will graciously tell everyone about our success. 

(Continued on Page 4) 

 

 
Focus on Boating Education 

Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP 
281-451-1146 

uspsseohouston@gmail.com 
 

 
Together, we make  

boating better 
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Focus on Boating Education 
(Continued from Page 3) 

Fall Courses 
Thanks to the enthusiasm of our Squadron Instructors, the Houston Squadron has four (4) great courses started (or starting) 
and several “standard” courses growing in size and numbers. P/C William S. Haddock, AP has started his Marine 
Communications course via teleconference.  1st/Lt Stephen C. Sheward, S started his Cruising and Cruise Planning course 
with a great slate of new members and even a non-member (and one of his students is 9 years old!).  Lt Al Meyer, JN started 
his Boat Handling course with a couple of delightful new recreational boaters.  Lt Edwin John Roland, SN has a Weather class 
scheduled to begin late October.  P/C Christopher J. Leavitt, SN continues to manage the boater safety courses and grow the 
number of attendees.  Lt/C Kristina L. Pierce has grown the Kayaking course, and it is expanding and growing into new areas 
of education. 

As a new member, or an old member, if you have a passion for teaching a subject – just ask how you can help.  Anything from a 
seminar to a full course – ask and we’ll get you started.  The Houston Squadron has always been known for our educational 
prowess and we are not letting up! 

Contact.   To contact me, best way is uspsseohouston@gmail.com or call me on the cell at 281-451-1146.  

 

Advanced Piloting Class – “What road do I take?” 
By Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP 

Well folks, like some say, this course is “in-the-books”.  Advanced Marine Navigation (formerly Advanced Piloting) is the third in 
the sequence of courses on navigation.  It continues to build coastal and inland navigation skills, allowing a student to take on 
more challenging conditions – unfamiliar waters, limited visibility, and extended cruises. 

The fine team of instructors lead by P/Lt/C Robert Stevenson, JN (the Squadron Advanced Piloting Class Chair) teamed up 
with Mario Martinez, AP and P/C William S. Haddock, AP as Mentors lead the class of three: Lt Lisa Guenthert, S, Wolf 
Guenthert, P, and Roger Runnels, P, through the maze of knowledge for the different topics.  At the time of this writing, the 
examinations were completed, reviewed, and sent to National for scoring.  Success will be theirs.  Let’s not be like the Cheshire 
Cat:  

“Alice asked the Cheshire Cat, who was sitting in a tree, “What road do I take?” 
The cat asked, “Where do you want to go?” 
“I don’t know,” Alice answered. 
“Then,” said the cat, “it really doesn’t matter, does it?” 
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First Aid – Fun Times when You’re Getting Bandaged! 
By Lt/Cs Monica & Alan Cross, AP – First-Aid Educators for the Squadron 

Good class with four participants learning about first aid, CPR, and the use of an AED in a more “maritime oriented” 
presentation.  The recreational boater has a tough situation with illnesses or injuries while on a boat.  A recreational boater is 
somewhere between a land-based, urban situation with a call to 9-1-1, and near-shore based call on VHF Channel 16.  
Decisions on what is happening and who to call and how to call for help all add another dimension to lifesaving and caregiving 
solutions. 

Jennifer and Cam Canup are new members of the Houston Squadron and are beginning their journey as cruisers.  In 
Campbell’s past life, he had extensive emergency medical education and training.  Good student and added a lot to the 
discussions from a field experienced viewpoint.  Jennifer kept us all in good humor, and she’s not bad at bandaging.  They have 
a great onboard medical kit and situation.  P/Cs Claire and Scott McDonald were there to keep their education and skills 
updated, as well as making sure certifications remain current.  Claire added the “real life” stories of how small things can go bad 
quickly and go from near-miss to a caregiving incident. 

 

The Houston Squadron regularly offers a first aid/CPR/AED course for its members.  Everyone who is on-the-water should have 
the basics.  In the Squadron is a growing number of members who are planning, or currently, taking extended cruises.  These 
extended activities bring more issues to bear, and opportunities!  There have been some recommendations to offer the 2-day, 
16-hour course on wilderness first aid (with CPR and AED use) for an audience of cruisers or those who want a more in-depth 
study.  If you would like to have this course offered, please email or contact the Squadron Education Officer.  

 

Amateur Radio News 
By Roger H Runnels, P, Radio Technical Officer 

Two things to talk about:  MMSI numbers and the ham radio committee.   

If you have a boat equipped with a VHF radio, you need to get a Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI) number and program 
that number into your VHF radio.  Marine radios featuring Digital Selective Calling (DSC) can be used for automated distress 
hailing when programmed with the uniquely coded (for your vessel) MMSI number.  Getting the MMSI number is easy, free, and 
online.  Check out the Squadron webpage for information and directions.  There is a fee from the FCC if you get the 
International MMSI number, but the process is still all online. 

The process of getting the Ham Radio Committee is progressing, and we will be one of 
the only Squadrons in the nation that has this Committee!  If you are a ham radio 
operator, make sure your information in the US Power Squadrons database is up to 
date.  You can do this easily online on the National website.  If you would rather have a 
Bridge Officer do this for you, just email me your name and call sign, and we’ll get your 
personal information updated.  In 2022, we are planning on participating in a fun radio 
contest – “Islands on the Air” sponsored by the Radio Society of Great Britain.  This is 
usually the last weekend of July, and we will be “activating” Galveston Island! 

Contact me at: rogerhr@swbell.net or uspssrtohouston@gmail.com 
Cell: 713-254-6615 (Leave me a message if I do not answer. I will return your call.) 
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Beach Clean Up with Galveston Bay Foundation – “Have Nurdles of Fun Next Year” 
By P/C Susie Becvar, AP – Squadron Environmental Committee 

America’s Boating Club Houston participated in the Texas Adopt-A-Beach 
Cleanup, an annual event by the State of Texas, which was again hosted in this 
region by the Galveston Bay Foundation in partnership with Port Houston to 
clean up a site at Morgan's Point.  Participants from the Squadron include P/Lt/C 
Robert Stevenson, JN, Lt/C Monica, AP and Lt/C Alan Cross, AP.  Plenty of 
sunscreen and sturdy clothing was needed.  Bob started early; the remainder 
started a little later.   

Not everything a volunteer collected was “those little itty-bitty pieces of trash and 
soda bottles”.  Some items were the lentil-size pellets known as “nurdles” that are 
used as a raw material by industry to make new plastic products.  Other items 
were ropes, half-buried in the sand without a proper home!  The photographs are 
nurdles in their native environment (i.e., polluting the beach) and captured 
nurdles (those in the big glass house), Monica Cross finding the rope and 
collecting help, enlisting the help of shy young men, and finally “The Rope Team” 
with Galveston Bay Foundation leadership. 

This really is an informative event.  The weather was great, not too hot, not rainy.  
Lunch was served, but we had other adventured to attend to.   I encourage every 
member of the Squadron and their family to attend next year.  You don’t have to 
spend hours collecting, do what you can.  This event is 100% suitable for all ages 
of children. 
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Salt Grass Marsh Restoration Project – “Let’s Spend a Muddy, Wet, Salty Day Together” 
By P/C Susie Becvar, AP – Squadron Environmental Committee 

The Galveston Bay system has lost 8,000+ acres of saltwater wetlands and 80,000+ acres of freshwater wetlands in the past 20 
years.  Habitat degradation has been identified as the most critical of all the problems currently facing Galveston Bay in the 
Galveston Bay Plan. 

America’s Boating Club Houston volunteers helped restore vital marsh habitat by planting 
smooth cord grass along the shorelines of Galveston Bay at the Sweetwater Preserve.  
This activity contributes to the Houston Squadron’s efforts in being stewards of our 
recreational boating areas!  On Saturday morning the 25th of September 2021, Lt Lisa 
and Wolf Guenthert from the Squadron, and TL Williams and his wife (from the 
Galveston area, CyberSquadron members) joined the fun and smelly excitement.  So next 
year, let’s get more folks involved – after all, who doesn’t want to put on your oldest pair of 
tennis shoes, muck about in the estuary mud with a spade and a bucketful of smooth cord 
grass to plant! 

The Galveston Bay Foundation is a conservation nonprofit that has served as guardian of 
Galveston Bay since 1987.   Their mission is to preserve and enhance Galveston Bay as a 
healthy and productive place for generations to come.  Through actions and partnerships 
and a commitment to sound science and research, they have five main program areas in 
which they work on behalf of the Bay.   

They are education, advocacy, restoration, conservation, and protection. Each program area is broad and deep, offering a range 
of solutions and opportunities to preserve the Bay for generations to come.  They envision a future Galveston Bay that is 
brimming with vitality, connected to people, and contributing to the community in every possible way. 

 

ABC3 Course News 
By P/C Chris Leavitt, SN-CN – Public Boating Chair 

We offer the US Power Squadrons and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department boater safety course.  The US Power Squadrons 
course is our ABC3 course, wildly popular, interesting, and educational.  I want to remind you that while our courses are usually 
at Home Port, we can go anywhere to teach this course.  If you have a church group, youth organization, boating community or 
more, we can come to you and deliver the education. 

The Boater Safety Committee is also looking for additional instructors.  We have an opportunity for you that is (almost) painless.  
Let me talk with you about the opportunity over a phone call so I can answer questions and get started with the process.  Your 
commitment of time to delivering the boater safety course is minimal – a person usually teaches two times a year.  It is also fun 
to have a spouse involved – a family affair! 

 

Thanks to Lower Rio Grande Valley Squadron 
By P/C Susie Becvar, AP 

The “thanks” from the Houston Squadron go out to the Lower Rio Grande Valley 
Squadron, and especially to Cdr Christine Rakestraw, for the awesome 
donation of library-quality books on all things recreational boating.  Their library 
now has a wonderful home at our Home Port in the Library.  This donation was 
a great addition to many of the books and topics we have, so anyone who is 
interested in a boating subject (including some novels!) are welcome to check 
out a book.   

For the model builders in the Houston Squadron, we were also gifted a very large 
collection of in-the-box, completely not built, models of all types of recreational, 
commercial, historical, and Navy vessels.  There are plans for a few of them to 
get built, but if anyone has a genuine interest in model building, contact either 
Marie Vu or myself.  I will be posting a list of the models we have available. 
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Come See Our Award-Winning Squadron Website 
By 1st/Lt Steven C. Sheward, S 

Our Squadron has one of the finest websites in America’s Boating Club.  In 2019, the reviewer noted, “Needless to say, your 
website should serve as an example for others to follow.”  How did we earn such high praise?  Our site checks every box for the 
required as well as the recommended features for Squadron websites.  Many of the required elements have to do with legal 
requirements, such as proper use of logos and links to disclaimers, etc.  The recommended features get into more of the form and 
function of a website, with elements like photos of Squadron activities, descriptions of our Vessel Safety Check and Cooperative 
Charting programs, as well as newsletter archives, member lists, etc.  We check all the boxes, but then we go several steps further. 

Our site, which can be found at https://americasboatingclubhouston.org, includes interactive elements that help promote the 
purpose of the Squadron, as well as the individual educational opportunities we provide.  Our events management aspect is 
embedded in many different parts of the website, used to promote activities as well as provide a means to register and pay for 
educational and other events and manage those registrations on the back end.  You will see these events sprinkled into pages 
all over the site to make it convenient for visitors to find the classes they want and register for them.   

In addition to events, we have an online shop where we offer books and other products to help students complete their courses, 
as well as to provide an easy means to donate to the Squadron.  We also publish articles of interest to area boaters in our blog 
pages, which are often found by search engines and presented to people using search engines like Google and DuckDuckGo 
when they search using keywords we define on our blogs and pages. 

Come take a look and see what we have going on! 
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America’s Boating Club – Houston  
6910 Bellaire Blvd #15 
Houston, Texas 77074  

 
Bay Neigh Articles 

 
If you have a story or 
experience that would be of 
interest to our members, 
please E-Mail pictures and 
stories to Jana Wesson at 
beakboatgirl@me.com 
 
 

September-October Birthdays 

Jeannine K. Garnett 9/3 
S. Dennis Fegan 9/4 
Adrian Gonzalez 9/4 
Gary A. Delzer 9/8 
Margaret M. Buckley 9/12 
John P. Bugara 9/12 
Mike Taylor 9/12 
Thomas J. Kula 9/13 
Tony Lee 9/16 
Linda S. Crowl 9/16 
Warren Fields 9/17 
Janet E. Glaeser 9/19 
Rafael Ramos 9/19 
Patrick Cummings 9/21 
David Krolow 9/21 
Carolina Rosales-Ramos 9/22 
Shaun Carrig 9/23 
Gary L. Bleisch 9/24 
Mary K. Thompson 9/27 
Scott D. McDonald 9/27 
Steve M. Smallwood 9/29 
Jana Wesson 9/29 
Derrick Bonnett 9/29 
Campbell Canup 9/30 
Coryn Bloom 10/1 
Larry J. Smith 10/3 
Robert William Stevenson 10/5 
Julie R. Bleisch 10/5 
Juliet Smallwood 10/8 
Grayson D. Youngblood 10/10 
Marcus Carrig 10/16 
Marsha L. Smith 10/17 
Edwin John Roland 10/20 
Deborah L. Collings 10/22 
Mikela A. Hellberg 10/28 
Robert J. Campbell 10/30 

 

 

     
    

       
      

Geodetic Markers Day 
Saturday, October 9, 2021 – 10:00 am to 4:00 pm  

at Pier 21 in Galveston 

America’s Boating Club Houston promotes the Geodetic Mark Program in 
coordination with NOAA’s National Geodetic Survey (NGS) by reporting 
status on geodetic markers in the Greater Houston Metroplex area. 

The Squadron will meet in Galveston at Pier 21.  There will be a short 
briefing on how the activity is done for our location, the schedule handed 
out, kits will be distributed, then off to locate geodetic markers!  All 
information about where and how to locate a marker, then document the 
effort, will be provided.  After the event we will gather for dinner at a local 
restaurant.  If you have any questions about the event, please contact our 
Executive Officer, Marie Vu. 

The initial meeting location is at the parking lot for Pier 21 activities.  There 
is an ‘all day’ cost for safe parking, and we will coordinate all our activities 
from this location.  If you are not coming for the geodetic mark event, but 
just the tour and/or dinner, the location information and schedule will be 
emailed to you.  This event is ‘kid friendly’ and open to your entire family 
and friends.  Everyone come have fun with us! 

 

 

Amazon Smile Gives Back to America’s Boating Club Houston 

Are you going to buy something from Amazon? Don’t go to amazon.com. 
Go to https://smile.amazon.com so that a percentage of your purchase will 
be donated to America’s Boating Club Houston. 
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