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Poop Sheet April-May 2022 
 

March 29 
National Town Hall Meeting  

about Reorganization 
April 2 

America’s Boating Course – Home Port 
April 6 

Board of Directors Meeting – Teleconference 
April 12 (NOT Wednesday April 13) 
General Meeting – Auntie Pasto’s 

April 16 
Kayaking Level 1 – Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve 

April 17 
Happy Easter! 

April 24 
America’s Boating Course – Galveston Boat 

Club 
May 4 

Board of Directors Meeting – Teleconference 
May 7 

America’s Boating Course – Home Port 
May 11 

General Meeting – TBD 
May 21-27 

National Safe Boating Week 
May 21 

Kayaking Level 1 – Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve 
Watch your email for event announcements! 

 

Abandoned Crab Trap Removal Event 
By P/C Susie Becvar, AP 

The Houston Squadron joined with the Galveston Bay Foundation and Texas 
Parks & Wildlife to support the annual Abandoned Crab Trap Removal event on 
Saturday the 19th of February.  Lt Corey Bloom, P graciously used his boat, and 
along with Corey were P/C Susie Becvar, AP and Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP.  The 
Squadron participated at the Bolivar location.  Susie, always being prepared for an 
opportunity, also completed a successful vessel safety examination of Corey’s 
vessel! 

At both locations combined (Anahuac and Bolivar), a total of 83 traps were 
collected with the help of 6 boats and over 40 volunteers!   The downward trend in 
number of traps collected is great news, meaning that the statewide Abandoned 
Crab Trap Removal program is working.  As Emily Ford of the GBG said, “We 
couldn’t have this amazing success without you.”  The Houston Squadron has 
participated for the last three (3) years in this annual event.  Watch the Squadron 
calendar and announcements for the 2023 event! 
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COMMANDER'S CORNER 

 
March 2022 Bay Neigh 
P/C Amy L. Taylor, S 

 
I would like to thank everyone who came to our Change of Watch earlier this month.  It 
was wonderful to see you all, whether it was in person or on the computer.  We were 
fortunate to have our District Commander, Glenn Snell, join us and participate in the 
ceremony.  There was good food and fellowship, and great memories were made. 

It was truly wonderful to have the honor to serve as your Commander for this past 
year.  I am so proud of how the Squadron functioned, grew, innovated, and brought 
boating safety to the community!  In a time where most clubs are seeing declining 
membership, inactivity, and sadly in some cases are folding, the Houston Squadron is 
now at over 200 members.  We were recently recognized at the national level as 
having the second largest growing (by percentage) Squadron.  I hope that next year, 
we will be number one!   

Our Education Department continues to be going full speed offering an array of 
outstanding classes.  The Administration team has been working overtime to make 
sure we are having a good presence in the public eye.  We have increased our 
programs with continuing to build our kayaking offerings and the creation of an 
amateur radio club!  There is never a dull moment around here, and it is easy to see 
why our membership has continued to grow.  It is a direct result of all of the hard work 
and dedication our volunteers have put in. 

I am very excited to see where next year takes us!  There is a fantastic team of 
officers already at work and being led by Cdr Marie Vu, P.  I have no doubt that under 
their guidance we will continue to grow and do new, fantastic things!  Please take a 
moment to congratulate your new Bridge and Board.  Also, please consider lending a 
hand to help, come to one of the general meetings, or participate in an activity. 

I look forward to seeing you all at upcoming events! 

 

National Safe Boating Week is May 21-27, 2022 

National Safe Boating Week will be held from May 21-27, 2022, reminding all boaters 
to brush up on boating safety skills and prepare for the boating season.  This 
observance week is the annual kick-off of the Safe Boating Campaign, a global 
awareness effort that encourages boaters to make the most of their boating adventure 
by being responsible.  The Houston Squadron will be participating with information, 
events, and photographs.  Watch your email and the Squadron calendar for 
information.  For more information, check out the Safe Boating Campaign website at 
https://safeboatingcampaign.com.  
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PRAYER 

Almighty and Everlasting God, we thank 
Thee for Thy continued blessings. 

We thank Thee for our Founders who 
opened the way, who laid the 
foundations for USPS. 

Grant that we mat ever dedicate ourselves 
to the unfinished work they so nobly 
advanced. 

As our purpose is to help and to teach 
our fellowmen and to promote intelligent 
boating precepts, so we pray that Thou 
wilt strengthen our hand in all that we do 
for the building of a better world. 

We ask it in Thy name. 

Amen 
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A time to catch up as the new year is progressing.  I’d like to tell you where the Squadron is, regarding Education.  First, we 
have courses ongoing and a few that just finished, or will be near completion in a few weeks.  Second, we are getting requests 
for some courses that are not yet scheduled, so I’ll be reaching out to the Squadron to announce these courses.  Finally, there is 
a goal of mine this year to have every instructor identify and mentor their backup (not a replacement, a backup) in case there 
are scheduling issues or if the demand is for more than one advanced or elective course a year. 

The Kayaking and Boater Safety courses need additional instructors.  For kayaking, we are planning a weekend class that will 
produce at least 4 – 6 new instructors for the Squadron.  The demand for this training is growing, and we need to ensure 
everyone is not stressed.  For boater safety, we are looking to increase the number of instructors by 7 - 9 persons through the 
TPWD program. 

There are a myriad of other courses and activities that the Squadron offers as a unique benefit to members of the Squadron, 
such as leadership courses, USCG qualified first aid courses, and a few more.  The Squadron offers the OT-in-3 (Operations 
Training in 3 Hours, a fun look at how the Squadron is organized and operates) for all our members. 

The Squadron has developed and delivered week-long activities with education for youth; and that program will continue this 
summer. We are adding a several weekend optional course of study for youth that want to progress deeper into specific 
subjects.  The Education and Administration and Executive areas of the Squadron are “crossing borders”, that is, we are offering 
courses on how to become a Vessel Safety Examiner, and information meetings on Geodetic Survey Mark Recovery. 

Synopsis 

1. The Squadron needs more instructors for boater safety and kayak programs 

2. If you have a passion about a subject we teach, talk with me and become a backup (not replacement) for the instructor 

3. Have an idea for a teaching aid we can make/collect to enhance a course?  Let me know. 

4. Thanks for making the Houston Squadron one of the top 10 Squadrons in the nation for education. 

Contact.   To contact me, best way is uspsseohouston@gmail.com or call me on the cell at 281-451-1146.  

 

Rolyan Buoys Donates Model Buoys 

Many thanks go out to Rolyan Buoys and Melissa 
Kornitz with Rolyan.  They provided the Houston 
Squadron, at no cost, a set of seven (7) handcrafted, 
scale model, recreational waterway informational buoys. 

The scaled-down version of actual buoys will help the 
Squadron teach in the boater safety course, the Boat 
Handling course, and any of our courses where we 
reference navigational aids.  This buoy set will be kept 
available at Home Port in a location accessible to 
everyone who teaches. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Focus on Boating Education 

Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP 
281-451-1146 

uspsseohouston@gmail.com 
  

Together, we make  
boating better 
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The Squadron Needs More Instructors! 
By P/C Chris Leavitt, SN-CN – Public Boating Chair 

You may not know it, but the Squadron has a budget, and it’s pretty much the same as yours.  It covers rent or Homeowner’s 
Association, insurance, fixing stuff when it breaks, a little travel; it covers very little for food.  Every time the Squadron spends 
money, it can be traced back to an approved part of the budget or specifically authorized by the Executive Board and Bridge.  
You may not have thought about it, but you can download a copy of the budget and you may attend the Executive Board 
meetings.   

Also like your home, there is an income side of the budget.  Squadron income comes from membership and education.  When 
you pay your dues, a part comes back to the Squadron to keep the doors open.  A bigger part of the Squadron Income comes 
from the Educational Department.  As you have noticed, all the classes and courses have tuition.  I have no idea what the cost 
of going from a new member to a Senior Navigator is, but it’s not cheap – until one compares getting that same education from 
another source.  I am content that it is the best dollar value I could find.   

And then there is the Public Boating Course – it is special.  It and Kayaking are primarily public-facing activities.  That is, they 
are intended to enhance the safety of the boating public.  Of course, this gives us an opportunity to recruit our students into the 
Squadron as members, but the primary goal is to improving boater safely.  

The point is that the Squadron cannot live without Instructors.  A major part of the mission of America’s Boating Club is teaching 
folks to be safe on the water and doing that takes Instructors.  At the moment, our means (instructors) and our mission (teaching 
load) are pretty much in balance.  In the last four years, we have taught roughly a thousand students – that is an awesome 
number and clearly better than other Squadrons.  There are 85,000 registered boats in Harris and surrounding counties; 
probably double that if you include canoes and kayaks.  For us to have a meaningful impact, we will need to step up our game 
and double the number of folks coming to our class each year for a number of years. Unfortunately, at that rate it would only 
take 170,000 years to get everyone taught.  Back to reality!  We can only do the best we can.  With more instructors we can do 
better. 

If you are not already an Instructor, think about becoming one.  Nowhere does it say that Instructors have to know everything.  It 
helps, but it is not required.  All of our classes, except Kayaking, are PowerPoint oriented, and it helps to know enough to add to 
the slide show.  Only one of our classes requires a USPS Certified instructor, the Public Boating Class – ABC3.   

About that USPS Instructor Certification – this year we will start teaching the Texas Parks and Wildlife Boater’s Ed course.  It 
covers the same material and is taught in the same manner as our ABC3.  The biggest difference is that it is less stress on our 
members to become able to teach the class. We have packages from TPWD to help that process.  Ask Alan Cross or Chris 
Leavitt for details.   

In the spring, there will be another Kayak Instructor course offered.  There should be up to six student slots. Again, ask Alan or 
Chris for details.  We may not have them as the course details have not been resolved yet, but ask and we’ll keep you in the 
information loop.   

In short, Education is important to the Squadron due to its income production and because it directly supports one of our three 
goals.  It’s not hard to do, and it sure is important.  Think about helping out. 

 

Bay Neigh Amateur Radio Club 
By Lt/C Roger Runnels, AP 

The Houston Squadron will have our paperwork done by the end of March, and 
we will successfully have an ARRL-affiliated club called the Bay Neigh Amateur 
Radio Club whose station trustee will be P/C William S. Haddock, AP.  Plans 
are underway to find some good, used donated equipment for Home Port and to 
get Squadron members who are ham radio operators (or interested) on-the-air 
with some voice and some digital modes (PSK31 and RTTY).  There are 
already initial plans to operate in the Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB) 
contest called “Islands on the Air” from Galveston Island and perhaps the ARRL 
Field Day event from Home Port.  If you are a ham radio operator, please send 
me your name and radio callsign so the roster can be updated.  Check the 
calendar for upcoming license classes.   
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Marine Navigation (Piloting) – A Survey for New Members 
By Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP 

Marine Navigation (formerly Piloting) is the first course in the sequence of courses on navigation, covering the basics of coastal 
and inland navigation.  This course focuses on navigation as it is done on recreational boats today and embraces GPS as a 
primary navigation tool while covering traditional techniques so the student will be able to find their way even if electronic 
navigation fails.  The course includes many in-class exercises, developing the student’s skills through hands-on practice and 
learning. 

This course is going to be offered in the Spring or early Summer.  If you are interested in the course, please go to the Squadron 
website at https://americasboatingclubhouston.org/education/advanced-courses/marine-navigation/ and on the right-hand side 
of the page select “Request a Class”.  This will capture who is interested in the course.  Please take the time and indicate a 
preferred weekday (Wednesday and Friday are not available). 

 
 

Change of Watch at Spring Creek BBQ 
Photos by Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP 
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America’s Boating Club – Houston  
6910 Bellaire Blvd #15 
Houston, Texas 77074  

 
Bay Neigh Articles 

 
If you have a story or 
experience that would be of 
interest to our members, 
please E-Mail pictures and 
stories to Jana Wesson at 
beakboatgirl@me.com 
 
 

January-March Birthdays 

Wolf Guenthert 1/1 
Lisa Guenthert 1/1 
Sean C. Sheward 1/1 
Andrew L. Warren 1/2 
Raymond L. Brisson 1/11 
David J. Balis 1/13 
Dana Day 1/16 
Linda Lennon 1/16 
Samuel Bonnett 1/17 
Alan W. Cross 1/18 
James E. Smith 1/19 
William E. Blan 1/21 
Leronne Charles 1/24 
Peter L. Crew 1/26 
Mark E. Taylor 1/27 
Phoebe G. Sheward 21 
Corey Bloom Jr. 2/6 
Judy Smith 2/7 
Umberto A. La Matta 2/8 
Peter H. Hames 2/9 
Joseph Fields 2/13 
Monica K. Cross 2/14 
Ciara Bloom 2/15 
William S. Haddock Jr. 2/16 
Dalton W. Becvar 2/16 
Thomas J. Atkinson 2/18 
Veronica Statham 2/19 
Elizabeth A. Atkinson 2/21 
Drew Taylor 2/27 
Mary Roland 3/1 
Roger H. Runnels 3/2 
Maria Rosales-Ramos 3/6 
Claire G. Cross 3/7 
Annie Runnels 3/8 
Edward F. Nagel 3/12 
Zachary A. Cross 3/15 
Joey V. McDonald 3/19 
Brian C. Bottorff 3/25 
Christopher J. Leavitt 3/26 
Brandon Charles 3/27 
Kristina L. Pierce 3/28 

 

 

     
    

       
      

April Dinner Meeting 
 

 
Tuesday, April 12 

America’s Boat Club Houston will hold its April general meeting at Auntie 
Pasto’s Restaurant in Bellaire (TX). Our guest speakers are P/R/C Scott D. 
McDonald, SN and Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP.  They will speak with us 
about what they saw and heard at the USPS National Conference and the 
District 21 Spring Conference.  It will be an interesting and lively discussion 
about the past and the future!  Everyone is invited to attend, member or not, 
and bring a friend! 

6:30 PM Social gathering 

7:00 PM Dinner 

8:00 PM The Scott and Alan Show 

9:00 PM Adjournment 

The event is Free, but individuals will order and pay their own meal, drink 
tab, and tip.  Please register so we can let the restaurant know how many 
will be attending. 

Visit Auntie Pasto’s website for a presentation of their menu.  Helpful hint:  
Desserts begin on Page 5. 

 

Amazon Smile Gives Back to America’s Boating Club Houston 

Are you going to buy something from Amazon? Don’t go to amazon.com. 
Go to https://smile.amazon.com so that a percentage of your purchase will 
be donated to America’s Boating Club Houston. 
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