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Tall Ships Come to Galveston
By P/C Chris Leavitt, JN
Originally Cdr Cathy and I had planned to work the Galveston Squadron Booth at
the Tall Ships at Galveston, but the price for the booth was over $500, so the
Galveston Squadron decided that the cost was too much and dropped out. Then
Sea Scout Base Galveston asked us to help them and their booth – we had
already planned to be there so – fine, we’ll help SSBG. Are we popular or what?
Several other Squadron members came down to help SSBG too – in addition to
Cathy and me, Lt/C George Crowl, AP and Lelaina Clayburg were there Friday
and Saturday, and there may have been other youth/adults that came down to see
the ships and work at the SSBG booth on Sunday.
Saturday started out with a north wind and heavy mist – real boating weather, if
you’re dressed for it. As the day progressed, the wind picked up, the rain and mist
dropped off, and the temperature fell into the trash can. One of the pictures shows
the Elissa from astern, and the wind is causing her to heel at the dock – not a lot,
but obvious. I’m not used to a 200-foot boat, but when the wind presses against
the masts and rigging, the Elissa will lean right there at the dock. What was
interesting was that the booths had almost no one there, the entertainers did very
little business, the crowd was small – but the lines to go aboard the three Tall
Ships were impressively long. For the most recent ship rigged vessel built in this
country, the Oliver Hazard Perry (2015) the line was about 300 feet long – as long
as the ship itself and halfway back again. The line for the Dutch built
Oosterschelde (1918) was about 100 feet.
The ships were awesome. It was good to walk around and see history “on the hoof” –
ok, “on the wind”. It was good to be there, and good to get warm on the way home.

(More photos on Page 6)
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Poop Sheet April 2018
April 1
Happy Easter, HSPS!
April 4
Board of Directors Meeting – Home Port
April 7
ABC3 – Rinker’s Boat World
April 11
HSPS General Meeting – Founder’s Day at
Home Port
April 28
Practical On-the-Water Training – Lakewood
Yacht Club
VSC – Endeavour Marina
May 2
Board of Directors Meeting – Home Port
May 9
HSPS General Meeting – Stein Room
May 19
ABC3 – Home Port
VSC – Clear Lake Boat Ramp
May 19-25
Safe Boating Week
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Cdr Cathy Leavitt, P
I hope everyone is enjoying this fantastic spring weather. Lots of exciting things are
happening. We went on a wonderful sunset cruise down the Ship Channel on the Sam
Houston in March. We had several friends join us. The weather was perfect.
Some of our bridge members are new to their positions and are fulfilling their
responsibilities admirably while learning the ropes from their predecessors. Lt/C Alan
Cross, AP and his educational department are working as a team to offer the boating
community the classes they need and want and doing a bang up job. P/Lt/C Bob
Stevenson, JN did such an awesome job that now we need a team to keep it going forward
so we can keep getting better.
Lt/C Susie Becvar, P as our new Executive Officer has recruited Steve Sheward as her
Webmaster. They are designing a new web page for us using the new branding standards
that National has given us and the new name change. We will be known as “America's
Boating Club Houston” while still also being called the Houston Sail and Power Squadron.
This year is a transition period as USPS makes their decisions on the National level and we
are then able to follow through with how the branding is to look for us. Scott McDonald has
come up with a new look for our Squadron that is consistent with the national branding
standards. Jana Wesson has a new look for the Bay Neigh. We are designing new flyers
to hand out and banners for Vessel Safety Checks and other events. We have much to do
and some very capable people who are willing to help to get it done. We are always looking
for more volunteers. I am so happy that everyone is pitching in and working together.
Lt/C Kyli Doucette, S has been doing an awesome job as Squadron Secretary for several
years. It is time we got her some help. We are looking for someone to fill the Assistant
Secretary position. Whoever fills that position will be working with a great team. Please
consider volunteering yourself or someone who you think might do well in that position.

Opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the writers and
publication herein does not imply endorsement by USPS or HSPS.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, as we make every effort
to improve our educational program so
that boating enthusiasts may enjoy grater
safety on the water, we are conscious of
the fact that there are large numbers of
people whom we fail to reach. May we,
by our good example in seamanship and
courtesy at sea, attract more and more
students to our courses so that our
program may be increasingly effective.
Bless our efforts, O Lord, and keep us
close to You. Amen
J. Donald Roll, S,
Past USPS Assoc. Chaplain
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In February of this year, P/C Chris Leavitt, JN submitted a grant proposal to the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department for about $44,000 to purchase kayaks and related equipment to
start a Kayaking Outreach Program for our Squadron. We will find out if we get the
reimbursement grant for the Kayak Outreach Program sometime in the beginning of May.
In the meantime, we are planning a Kayaking Event at Galveston State Park in the month of
May for our Houston Sail and Power Squadron members. At that event, we will be taught
how to kayak safely by a Level 1 ACA kayak instructor followed by a fun day of kayaking in
the sheltered waters at the State Park.
At the upcoming District 21 Spring Conference, April 20-21, Chris Leavitt will be explaining
by Power Point presentation why District 21 will want to front the money for our Kayak
Outreach Program if we are to get the grant in May. We hope they agree with us and vote
“yes”. As I said, "There are lots of exciting things happening."
We have at least 12 new members. Several of them are Sea Scouts who are becoming
Apprentice members in the Squadron and bring much enthusiasm for boating.
The April dinner meeting was a potluck at Home Port with a very informative Founders’ Day
presentation by R/C Scott McDonald, SN. We learned about our history with lots of
pictures and stories. There was lots of fun, good food, and awesome desserts. We are
looking forward to the next dinner meeting on Wednesday, May 9th at the Stein Room. We
will have a wonderful surprise speaker. I can't wait. Hope to see you there.
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Focus on Boating Education
Lt/C Alan W. Cross, AP
281-451-1146
uspsseohouston@gmail.com
Together, we make
boating better
My heartfelt “thanks!” to P/Lt/C Bob Stevenson, JN for leaving the Education Department in such excellent shape. My thanks
also to each instructor who signed on for another tour of duty.
The year 2018 has started well. There is a small downturn in advanced training, but that is picking up nicely, and the Fall season
for training will be excellent. Lt Ed Roland, SN remains on as the Chair for Advanced Courses and P/C Chris Leavitt, JN
remains as the ABC3 Chair. With those two handling the bulk of the education processes, life is good.
This year our organization is rebranding – and what a good time to reach out to everyone in the Squadron (and your friends!)
about training. This year will build upon some recent successes, especially the "Winter Camp at Sailor U" hosted by Sea Star
Base – Galveston and an intrepid collection of instructors. Lessons learned will ensure a smoother operating event this year
with as much, or more, fun.
What will change this year? Not too much. However, from my background and experiences: we will continue on some
programs, enhance a few items, and try out some marketing and sales approaches with other committees in the Houston
Squadron to sell training. In some general terms, we will:
1.

Reach out to our organic audience; those members in the Power Squadron who have not taken a course for a while.
We are encouraging everyone to analyze their individual boating experiences and type of boating, and consider taking a
course for continuing education. That means also – bring a buddy!

2.

There is an outreach being prepared for another of our organic audiences; the BSA Sea Scouts. The leaders of each
Sea Scout Ship were contacted and encouraged to take our training as a means to help the young women and men of the
program advance in Sea Scouting and obtain a solid foundation of education in a maritime topic.

3.

Starting in a month will be an outreach program to an inorganic audience (someone who is not a current member and
not taking our courses) that includes young women and men in some older Boy Scouts of America programs (older Scouts
and Venturing young adults), the Trail Life USA young men in the SeaNavigator program, the Girl Scouts of America and
their “Juniors – Sailing and Navigation” program, the American Heritage Girls high adventure water activities such as
canoeing, boating, or kayaking.

4.

Work is started with other Committees to “sell our program” of education by reaching audiences outside our general scope,
using those who market locally for us to find new avenues for membership and training, the new website nearing
completion, and asking each member, regardless of your activity level in the Squadron, to tell your friends about our
excellent courses and encourage them to become safer boaters through better education.

Whew! Life in 2018 will be fun and exciting. As a final item – each of you in America’s Boating Club have individual
experiences and levels of knowledge. Some of you will want to grow your knowledge base; some of you should be instructors
for any of the courses. For any interest level, think about the fun you can have learning about something you know little or
nothing about.
I look forward to serving each of you.
I welcome your input and most especially, your feedback.
Feedback is a gift, I once learned.
To contact me, the best way is the “official” email address of uspsseohouston@gmail.com or call me on the cell at 281-4511146. I appreciate each of you and your commitment to the Squadron.
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Executive Department
By XO Lt/C Susie Becvar, P


Public Relations – Plan on working with Scott McDonald for new branding



Planning – Development of the calendar for this year has been approved. Scott McDonald will be sending out. I’m proud to
introduce Steve Sheward as our new Web Designer. He plans to show a quick overview at the next E-Board meeting.



D/21 Spring Conference 2018 – Scheduled for April 20 & 21, 2018 – Dallas Texas. http://d21conference.dsps.org/ All are
encouraged to attend.

IN MEMORIAM
FAREWELL TO OUR GREAT FRIEND

JIM PIRRUNG, AP
MARCH 17, 2018
Jim joined the Houston Sail and Power Squadron in 1987. During his thirty-one years with the Squadron,
he served in many capacities including Squadron boating course instructor, sailor, fisherman, beer expert,
and chili chef. He is remembered for his energy and sense of fun. His amazing collection of LP polka
music recordings was legendary in the Squadron.
Together with his wife Dorothy, Jim hosted one of our favorite annual rendezvous, the “Bull Roast”, for
almost two decades at their wonderful home on the water in Bridge Harbor (Freeport, TX). Just shy of his
92nd birthday, Jim was always an active participant in our Squadron. He earned his USPS Life Membership
in 2017.
Jim, Houston Sail and Power Squadron misses you, and we extend our deepest condolences to your
wonderful family.
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Congratulations, Ryan Shaw!
By P/Lt/C John Glaeser, SN
On Sunday, January 28, 2018, a scouting Court of Honor was held to celebrate Ryan Shaw's receiving both the Eagle Scout
award from the Boy Scouts of America, and the Quartermaster award from the Sea Scouts. Ryan has attended a number of
courses in our Squadron. He has received the Junior Navigator designation, and is now completing Navigator. The ceremony
was held at Sea Star Base Galveston. Attending from America's Boating Club Houston were P/Lt/C Bob Stevenson, JN, Lt Ed
Roland, SN, and P/Lt/C John Glaeser, SN.

“DO-A-CANOE”
By Stf/C Bob Bales from the National Safety Committee
The Safety Committee has initiated a campaign requesting Vessel Examiners seek out CANOE/KAYAK RENTAL paddle craft
outlets for Vessel Safety Checks. This should be considered an excellent source of promoting “America's Boating Club®”.
Recreational paddle craft establishments benefit from displaying the United States Coast Guard approved Vessel Safety Check
decal on their rentals by making the public aware of their annual vessel safety check compliance.
For additional information on Rental, Club, Association Outlets, VSC inspection procedures, Required Equipment, Recreational
Boating Statistics and Paddle Craft web sites please explore these suggested idea’s and links. Thank you.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

National, State, County, and City recreational parks.
Your local Paddle Craft, power boat & Sail rental companies.
Your Squadron Canoe/Kayak club.
Sailing & Paddle Craft schools/clubs.
Recreational Boating Associations.
There is a treasure chest of Information which can be obtained from “America’s Canoe Association” (ACA)
(www.americancanoe.org). For your states ACAlocations/events refer to the main page on the upper right click-on
“Community” then click-on State Director Program.
7. For Paddle Craft VSC inspection procedures and needed equipment refer to form 7012A
(forms.cgaux.org/archive/a7012A.pdf).
8. Recreational Boating Statistics refer to (www.uscgboating.org). From main page click-on upper right “Statistics”.
9. Web search Paddle Craft/Canoe/Kayak.
10. Web search (WWW.USNWC.ORG) U.S. National Whitewater Center.
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Tall Ships Come to Galveston
Photos by P/C Chris Leavitt, JN

March General Meeting on the M/V Sam Houston
Photos by Lt Jana Wesson, AP
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Report from the USPS 2018 Annual Meeting
By R/C Scott McDonald, SN
The USPS 2018 Annual Meeting was held February 18-26 in Orlando, Florida. This week-long event featured various
organizational meetings for all committees and departments within the organization. It also included an organizational
exposition, seminars, and a variety of social events to promote interaction and networking of organizational leaders from across
the country. The full meeting of the Governing Board took place on Saturday, with about 600 members attending.
This year was a Change of Watch for several of the Governing Board members. Chief Commander Louis Ojeda joined the
ranks of the Past Chief Commanders after two years of leading the organization. National Executive Officer Gary Dick
Chaney assumes the Chief Commander Role, and National Administrative Officer Mary Paige Abbott assumes the role pf
the National Executive Officer. Ben Coons is the newcomer on the Board, and takes over the role of the National
Administrative Officer. The other roles of Secretary, Educational Officer, and Treasurer remain unchanged.
From our Houston Squadron, Clare McDonald, SN became the Rear Commander in charge of the Ship’s Store. I concluded
my term as the Rear Commander of the Boat Operator Certification Committee. My new role is now the Program Manager for
the America’s Boating Club Learning Centers. Another member of note, Julie Bleisch, AP, achieved her Life Member status
with her 25th merit mark. Julie joins her husband, Gary, who received his life membership last hear.
For the second year in a row, Houston Sail and Power Squadron
distinguished itself in the teaching of public boating courses. In 2017,
we won an award from the U. S. Coast Guard for teaching the most
boating safety courses of any Squadron during the previous year.
This year, that award was not presented by the Coast Guard,
although Houston would likely have been the recipient if it were.
Instead, we were recognized by Brunswick with their 2017 Boater
Education Award. This award is given to Squadrons that partner with
Brunswick dealers to teach boating safety courses. As the top
Squadron in the country, we received the Platinum award, which
came with a check for $1,000.

© 2018 by Steve Erickson

The various reports from the bridge officers paint a picture of an organization that is moving strongly through a transition period.
Membership was down slightly from last year. Much of this was due to the roll-off of free trial members, a program which inflated
membership, but had a high turnover rate. That program is no longer in effect. Financially, the organization finished last year in
the black. Cost reductions due to operational efficiencies and improved management have kept the organization on firm financial
footing. Marketing for our organization, including the promotion of our new America’s Boating Club brand, continues to be a focus.
A proposal was brought forward to address the issue of struggling Squadrons that fail to meet their obligations under the current
bylaws due to lack of resources or organizational breakdown. The proposal would give the District Commander in conjunction
with the National Executive Officer the authority to alter the operational structure of a struggling Squadron. The objective is to
help prevent these Squadrons from dissolving and to allow them to grow and regain their vigor within the limitations of the
National Bylaws. The proposal was approved.
On the Educational front, there was some progress made on the restructuring of the advance grade courses. A major change in
the names of the advance grade courses was announced. This change was made to improve the marketing of the program,
and to reflect updates in the curriculum itself. The new names are as follows:






Seamanship becomes Boat Handling
Piloting becomes Maine Navigation
Advanced Piloting becomes Advanced Marine Navigation
Junior Navigation becomes Offshore Navigation
Navigation will become Celestial Navigation

Boat Handling is nearing release in its new structure. The new Marine Navigation is expected to be released sometime this
summer. Offshore Navigation and Celestial Navigation will be updated after that. Note that the name changes do not affect the
current grade system for members (S, P, AP, JN, and N). This system for recognizing educational achievements is under
review, and will likely change in the future.
The various reports for meeting have now been posted on the USPS National web site. Hundreds of photos of the event have
been posted as well. The next meeting of the Governing Board will take place August 12-19 in Minneapolis. The 2019 Annual
Meeting will take place February 17-23 in Orlando.
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The movement to create a safe boating culture in all our communities has
set sail, and the new BoatLive365.org website is live!
Boat Live 365™ (pronounced like “alive”) is a movement to help raise awareness about boating safety 365
days a year, not just during boating season.
The website is a critical step to enable recreational boating advocates to more effectively educate our boating
public year-round and lower the rate of boating accidents, incidents and fatalities nationwide.
BoatLive365.org includes a collection of educational and promotional materials and best practices created
and curated by United States Power Squadrons and other leading safe boating advocates, such as the U.S.
Coast Guard, the National Safe Boating Council and the National Association of State Boating Law
Administrators (NASBLA).
Topics on the website reflect key areas of interest prescribed by the U.S. Coast Guard (e.g., the dangers of
cold-water immersion, the importance of wearing a life jacket, boating under the influence, etc.) to ensure that
prioritized dangers, small and large, are kept top of mind for the boating public.
According to the U.S. Coast Guard’s Boating Statistics, 77 percent of deaths occurred on boats where
the operator did not receive boating safety instruction. In contrast, only 13 percent of deaths occurred
on boats where the operator had received a nationally approved boating safety education certificate.
Help us spread the word and save lives with the power of the Boat Live 365 movement. Visit BoatLive365.org
today!
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Bay Neigh Articles
If you have a story or
experience that would be of
interest to our members,
please E-Mail pictures and
stories to Jana Wesson at
beakboatgirl@me.com

March/April Birthdays
Edward F. Nagel
Lois A. Thomsen
Zachary A. Cross
Joey V. McDonald
Allen W. Miller
Joseph Walter Rogalski
Christopher J. Leavitt
Scott H. Cromack
James Eyrl Keith
James J. Pirrung
Douglas Gordon
William H. Mize Jr.
Jingpu Shi
Avi Katz
Payton Tisdale
Jason Palmer Fink
Madison R. Ang
M. Katherine Fegan
Elia S. Miller
Stephanie Shipp
John S. Hardegree

May Dinner Meeting
3/12
3/14
3/15
3/19
3/20
3/25
3/26
4/6
4/10
4/11
4/15
4/16
4/16
4/17
4/18
4/19
4/22
4/24
4/24
4/28
4/29

Amazon Smile Gives Back
to HSPS
Are you going to buy something from
Amazon? Don’t go to amazon.com. Go
to https://smile.amazon.com so that a
percentage of your purchase will be
donated to the Houston Sail and Power
Squadron.

Please join us at the Stein Room on Wednesday, May 9 for our monthly dinner
meeting. We’ll enjoy dinner and complimentary beer provided by Houston
Distributing. After dinner, we’ll have a speaker. It’s a bit of a drive to the Stein
Room, but it’s always well worth it!
The Stein Room
At Houston Distributing Company
7100 High Life Drive
Houston, TX 77066
Wednesday, May 9th
Open bar and socializing from 6:30-7:00.....
(The beer is FREE, so please remember to tip the bartender!!!)
Dinner and Meeting from 7:00-9:00

RSVP: To George Crowl by email at george.h.crowl@gmail.com

