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Marsh Mania, or MudFest, Part 2
By Lt/C Luanne Novak, P
Last August, members of our Squadron, ably assisted by numerous Sea Scouts, pulled
sea-grass plants at a CenterPoint electrical generating plant site. These plants
were transplanted to a marsh replenishment site on Dickinson Bayou, a project
sponsored by Texas Parks and Wildlife, the Galveston Bay Foundation and several
other organizations.
Event:
Date:
Time:
Location:

Marsh Mania
April 22, 2017
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Dickinson Bayou
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Poop Sheet March 2017
March 1
Board of Directors Meeting – Home Port
March 4
ABC3 – Texas Marine Conroe
March 8
HSPS General Meeting – City Acre Brewing
March 11
VSC – Freedom Boat Club (Endeavour
Marina)
March 18
ABC3 – Home Port
March 25
Practical On-the-Water Training – Lakewood
Yacht Club
VSC – Alexander Deussen Park
April 1
ABC3 – Ron Hoover Marine, Katy
April 5
Board of Directors Meeting – Home Port
April 8
ABC3 – Home Port
April 12
HSPS General Meeting – Location TBD

Our own Claire McDonald sporting earth tones. August, 2017

April 15
VSC – Lake Cove Subdivision

On Earth Day, April 22, 2017 we have the opportunity to plant these grasses at the
site at an even called Marsh Mania. Join us for a wet and muddy good time as we
help to restore the wetlands on Dickinson Bayou.
Check http://galvbay.org/events/2017-marsh-mania-events/ for registration.

April 22
Practical On-the-Water Training – Lakewood
Yacht Club

This marsh restoration project is designed to reclaim 12 acres of marshland, which
is vital as a shrimp and fish nursery, provides habitat for birds and other wildlife,
and the marsh grass helps to clean the pollutants from the water.
Now, you may be asking yourself, “What does marsh restoration have to do with
boating?” This project included dredging part of the bayou for fill to restore the marsh;
that dredging restored a channel that makes boating in this area much more possible.
And, since this area is accessible only by watercraft, this is our opportunity to contribute
our time and labor to a project that will allow people to fish, birdwatch and enjoy
nature in our area.
For more information on how to get involved, contact Luanne Novak at
rlnovak@sbcglobal.net.

April 29
VSC – April Plaza Marina
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PRAYER
O God Our Father, direct us in all our
ways, make us to increase and abound
in life one toward another, and toward all
men.
Keep us from bitterness and envy, and
teach us to care only to do the thing that
is right in Thy sight.
Grant that each of us may ever be
mindful of our importance as individuals
to our Squadron and to share the
burdens and joys of full membership.
Grant to us strength and courage to carry
our own load. In Thy name we ask it.
Amen
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Assistant Editor
---

Cdr Scott McDonald, SN
It’s an exciting time to be part of United States Power Squadrons, and Houston Sail and
Power Squadron in particular. Under the leadership of Past Commander Chris Leavitt, JN,
we have seen growth in membership and expansion in our operations. Under the steady
hand of our Educational Officer Lt/C Bob Stevenson, JN, we continue to reach a larger
audience of people that want to learn more about boating and boating safety. Our on-thewater training is also seeing strong demand as we teach practical skills to our members.
This is not my first tour of duty as commander for HSPS, but I look forward to the coming
year with enthusiasm and a sense of adventure.
As an organization, we’ve been doing a lot of things right. We want to keep doing those
things, and even improve on them where possible. But there are some areas that we need
to focus on for the wellbeing of our organization. First and foremost, we need to increase the
level of involvement by our members in Squadron activities other than simply taking classes.
There are two parts to our approach to the problem. The first is that we need to shift our
focus to better align with the interests of our current membership. Activities that were
popular 10-15 years ago may not be as popular today. To thrive as an organization, we
have to meet the needs of our current members. The second part is that we need to make
it easier for members to be involved. This means improving communication and access to
information. To that end, you are seeing a number of changes already. We are leaving
SailAngle and moving to a different service to manage our emails. Our new emails are
more informative and mobile-friendly. We’re also upgrading our website with an online
calendar, so it’s easy to keep up with the latest events and activities. You can subscribe to
the calendar so that it shows up on your computer or mobile device. But it’s not just the
tools, it’s how we use them that will determine our success.
Now for the part where you fit in. We are looking for new ideas for Squadron activities. This
can include on-the-water events like cruises or rendezvous, dining at a favorite restaurant, or
spending an afternoon at a maritime museum. Perhaps you know of someone that would
be a great dinner speaker, or there’s an environmental activity you want to support. Let us
know what interests you, and we’ll see how we can fit it into our calendar.
Another thing the Squadron needs is your talent and ability. We have a tremendous group
of bridge officers and very capable committee members, but there are always more
opportunities than resources. Here are some examples:
•

In the Educational Department, we have nearly two dozen instructors, but we always
need more, as well as people that can assist with public courses or on-the-water training.

•

In the Secretary’s Department, we need assistance with updating our roster each
month so that it remains current with new member information.

•

In the Executive Department, we need someone that can assist in sending out
announcements of upcoming classes and events to the media. We also need assistance
managing our social media platforms.

•

In the Administrative department, we need assistance in planning and coordinating the
multiple Squadron events and activities.

These are just a few of the ways you might be able to assist. Getting involved is rewarding,
and a great way to learn new skills. If you are interested in being involved, or have any
questions at all, please don’t hesitate to give me a call or send me an email.
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Focus on Boating Education
Lt/C Bob Stevenson, JN
832-570-3663
seobobstev@gmail.com

How are you enjoying the Houston winter? It has been so warm that there is increasing interest in boating already. I drove by the
public boat ramp on Clear Lake near the Hilton hotel going to and from the Squadron’s Change of Watch at the Houston Yacht
Club, and the entire parking lot was packed with trucks and trailers.
Our instructors have started their spring semester advanced and elective courses. Unfortunately, for the first time in memory, we
have no Piloting course going on. Similarly, we have only one student in the Seamanship course, and he is simply reviewing
material he missed due to business travel during his previous attempt to complete the course. We have a lot of new members
who joined for the education, so this lack of participation is mystifying. When we start advertising the fall semester courses
during the summer, you folks really should go to our website and sign up.
Since we have no students in the Seamanship or Piloting courses, we don’t have a pool of likely candidates for our spring
boating educational field trip to give students the opportunity to practice on the water what they are learning about in the
classroom. So, the trip that we would have held in March has been cancelled. The fall trip is still planned for October 14th. Our
Sea Scout Bo Steber is helping me plan that trip.
We recently delivered to the instructor for Yates High School Maritime Academy a large number of nautical items to enrich the
students’ learning experience with the kinds of things that people on the water use routinely. These items were donated by
HSPS members and former members.
We are considering holding a couple of special events this year, and we need your input if you would participate so we know if
they are worth pursuing. No interest expressed to me, no event will be held. First is a special workshop on use of OpenCPN
charting software that is free to all and allows boaters to set up routes that they would like to take on the water. The other is a
day of seminars needed by members seeking certification under the Boat Operator Certification program. It will take some time
to organize either of these events, so please let me know soon if you are interested in either or both.
A final note is to ask you to join with me in wishing a couple of our educational teammates well. Mary Carrier is an Associate
Member of HSPS and is a boating education person for Texas Parks and Wildlife who is recovering from a broken knee cap.
D/Lt Karl Fernandes, JN is anticipating major surgery late in February or early in March. He is our Instructor Development
Chair and a past Commander of both HSPS and District 21.
Contact me to join the fun!
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Report on the USPS Annual Meeting, March 2017
By Cdr Scott McDonald, SN
The United States Power Squadron’s Annual Meeting was held in Orlando, Florida on February 25. It was the culmination of a
weeklong conference that saw meetings covering every aspect of our national organization. I had the honor to attend as the
Commander of Houston Sail and Power Squadron and as the Rear Commander for the Boat Operator Certification Committee.
My wife Claire attended as a Staff Commander for the Ship’s Store and as a member delegate for District 21. The Annual
Meeting was well attended, with around 600 people attending on Saturday.
The meeting got off to a quick start as far as HSPS is concerned. The early part of the meeting involves introductions of
dignitaries from the U.S. Coast Guard, NOAA, Canadian Sail and Power Squadrons, Boat US, and many of our other partner
organizations. At the conclusion of the USCG Commander’s message, they called for representatives for two Squadrons, one
being HSPS. Having no clue what was in store, I got to my feet and made my way to the podium. The two Squadrons were
recognized for outstanding service by the USCG. Houston was specifically recognized for teaching 14 public boating courses in
2016, more than any other Squadron in the country. A tremendous honor, due to the efforts of Lt/C Bob Stevenson, JN and the
entire Educational Department.

Cdr Scott McDonald receives USCG award for outstanding service
The second highlight for HSPS came in the afternoon when they handed out the Finley Awards. Named after Past Chief
Commander Raymond Finley, these awards recognize combined service to USPS and to the Sea Scouts. The awards are
individually numbered, and only a few are given each year. Past Commander Chris Leavitt, JN was the first from Houston to
receive this award. This year, three members from Houston received the Finley award: P/Lt/C Larry Behrmann, SN, his son
Steve Behrman, AP, and Mike Mankins, AP. Please join me in congratulating all three.

Fort Worth Commander Adam Tunks on the left joins Houston’s
Mike Mankins, Larry Behrmann, and Steve Behrmann in
receiving the Finley Award
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Report on the USPS Annual Meeting, March 2017
(Continued from Page 4)
Of the more general news from the meeting, we learned that USPS has finished the year in the black. Membership at the
national level is still in slow decline, although a number of Squadrons have seen membership growth. To improve efficiency and
reduce operating costs, some committees have been merged or realigned. In the Administrative Department, Member Benefits
and Member Involvement has been merged into Membership. Leadership Development has been merged with Squadron
Development. Under the Executive Department, Government and Partner Relations and Public Relations has been merged with
Public Affairs. The Educational Department’s Program Partner Relations has been merged into the Public Affairs group as well.
Overall, these moves should reduce operating expenses and improve organizational efficiency.
The Marketing Committee continues to make strides in improving the overall branding and marketing of our organization. Two
new videos were introduced, one promoting USPS in general, and another that promoted America’s Boating Course and the
Practical On-the-Water Training Program. A new public website to promote USPS is also in the works.
There was welcome news from the world of Cooperative Charting. The Nautical program was all but dead as of last fall, and
there was no clear indication if or when it would be resurrected. For this meeting, NOAA was making their presence known.
The CCWEB program is being re-developed, and Adopt-a-chart may be restarted as well. Both are expected to be up and
running in 2018. With the restart of the program, there will be an increased focus on small waterways. NOAA has assigned
Region Navigation Managers to assist mariners and recreational boaters in each region.
The Educational Department continues to plan a new strategy for the USPS curriculum. There is a stronger consensus on the
importance of restructuring our education courses to align with the needs of recreational boaters. This includes a greater focus
on on-the-water skill training, as well as better integration of electronic navigation techniques. The Educational Department
leadership has been adjusted to facilitate this ongoing discussion. Technology changes are coming as well. E-Books for USPS
course material are currently being tested. This will allow students to download and maintain copies of course materials a
variety of electronic devices.
The full scope of the meeting is beyond what I can cover in this article. To give you a sense of things, here’s a snapshot of my
week. I attended 7 different business meetings lasting over 21 hours, gave 5 presentations using 8 different PowerPoint decks,
and attended multiple social functions. And people wonder how I can nap in my seat during the long meeting on Saturday. If
you have any questions, please let me know and I’ll be happy to fill you in.
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HSPS Change of Watch at Houston Yacht Club
Photos by Lt Jana Wesson, AP and Lt/C Bob Stevenson, JN
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HSPS Change of Watch at Houston Yacht Club
(Continued from Page 6)
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Bay Neigh Articles
If you have a story or
experience that would be of
interest to our members,
please E-Mail pictures and
stories to Jana Wesson at
beakboatgirl@me.com

March Birthdays
Madeline W. Clark
Edward F. Nagel
Lois A. Thomsen
Zachary A. Cross
Logan S. Lopez
Joey V. McDonald
Allen W. Miller
Allen D. Benitez
Christopher J. Leavitt

Show Your Pride in Your Membership in HSPS!
3/4
3/12
3/14
3/15
3/19
3/19
3/20
3/21
3/26

You can express pride in your membership in Houston Sail and Power
Squadron and USPS.
How? Easy. And cheaply, too!
If you have never received your Squadron membership nametag – or
you’ve long-since lost it like another member or two have done -- $7 is all it
takes to get a new one. And it only takes five bucks to get a Squadron
burgee embroidered on your favorite pull-over or t-shirt.
Here’s how it works:
•

At each Squadron Dinner Meeting, our Treasurer will provide a signup
sheet for new or replacement nametags and/or getting the Squadron
Burgee embroidered on a member’s shirt. Before the meeting, you may
purchase the shirt from whatever source you prefer.

•

Just fill out the sign-up sheet provided.

•

Please pay $7 for the name tag and $5 for the embroidery – cash
please to make life easier for the Treasurer.

•

The collected shirts will be tagged with the member’s name and be
taken to M-R Design, 6611 Bissonnet #110, for processing.

They should be returned in time for the next monthly meeting or soon
thereafter in the unlikelihood that there may be a backup in orders.

Amazon Smile Gives Back
to HSPS
Are you going to buy something from
Amazon? Don’t go to amazon.com. Go
to https://smile.amazon.com so that a
percentage of your purchase will be
donated to the Houston Sail and Power
Squadron.

